






San Mateo County Transit District
Staff Report

To: Board of Directors

Through: April Chan, General Manager/CEO

From: Emily Beach, Chief Communications 
Officer

Jessica Epstein, Director, Government 
and Community Affairs

Subject: Legislative Update

Action 

Staff proposes the Board receive the attached federal and state legislative updates.

Significance 

The 2025 Legislative Program establishes the principles that will guide the legislative and 
regulatory advocacy efforts. Based on those principles, staff coordinates closely with our 
federal and state advocates on a wide variety of issues that are considered in Congress and the 
state legislature. The attached reports highlight the recent issues and actions that are relevant 
to the Board and specify those bills on which staff proposes that the District take a formal 
position.

Prepared By: Ana Vasudeo Government and Community 
Affairs Manager

650-730-9917
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SamTrans 

Federal Report 

February 2025 

 

Congressional Update 

 

119th Congress Begins 

 

• On January 3, the new 119th Congress was sworn in, setting up at least two years of 

Republican control over the House and Senate. Republicans will chair all committees and 

determine the floor schedule for all bills.  

 

• In the 119th Congress, the following members will serve as chairs/ranking members in the 

following committees: 

o House Appropriations: Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK), Ranking Member Rosa 

DeLauro (D-CT) 

▪ THUD Subcommittee: Chairman Steve Womack (R-AR), Ranking 

Member Jim Clyburn (D-SC) 

o House Transportation and Infrastructure: Chairman Sam Graves (R-MO), 

Ranking Member Rick Larsen (D-WA) 

▪ Highways and Transit Subcommittee: Chairman David Rouzer (R-NC), 

Ranking Member Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) 

o Senate Appropriations: Chair Susan Collins (R-ME), Ranking Member Patty 

Murray (D-WA) 

▪ THUD Subcommittee: Chair Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS), Ranking 

Member Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) 

o Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Chair Ted Cruz (R-TX), Ranking 

Member Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 

o Senate Environment and Public Works: Chair Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), 

Ranking Member Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) 

o Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Chairman Tim Scott (R-SC), 

Ranking Member Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) 

 

• Congressional Republicans are expected to take aggressive action to enact President 

Trump’s agenda. This includes confirming judges, using budget reconciliation to change 

some federal laws, and funding his initiatives. The Senate will also oversee the 

confirmation process for the President’s cabinet nominees.  

 

• On January 3, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) won the necessary votes within his 

conference to remain Speaker. Several key holdouts in the Republican conference made 

the voting process difficult for Johnson, but he was ultimately able to win the Speaker 

vote. This conflict is in stark contrast to the Senate, where Sen. John Thune (R-SD) was 

unopposed in his bid to serve as Senate Majority Leader for the 119th Congress. 
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• On January 2, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) announced the 

Democratic committee assignments for the 119th Congress: 

o Sen. Padilla will serve on the Judiciary; Rules (Chair); Environment and Public 

Works; Energy and Natural Resources; and Budget Committees.   

o Sen. Schiff will serve on the Agriculture; Environment and Public Works; 

Judiciary; and Small Business Committees. 

 

Sean Duffy Advances in Confirmation Process 

 

• Sean Dufy, the President’s nominee to lead the Transportation Department, passed the 

Senate Commerce Committee unanimously, setting the former Congressman up for a 

final vote. As of January 22, Marco Rubio, the President’s nominee to serve as Secretary 

of State is the only cabinet member confirmed by the Senate.  

 

• Duffy is an uncontroversial cabinet pick and is expected to be confirmed by a wide 

margin once voted on by the full Senate.  

 

House T&I Holds Hearing on Surface Transportation Reauthorization Priorities  

 

• On January 15, the House Transportation & Infrastructure (T&I) committee held a 

hearing entitled: “America Builds: The State of the Nation’s Transportation System.” The 

hearing was intended to explore the current state of the transportation system, 

investments in transportation/infrastructure, and challenges affecting the supply chain.  

 

• Much of the hearing focused on evaluating the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) and 

discussing how different levels and types of investment will impact various communities 

across the nation. 

 

• Witnesses for the hearing included:  

o The Honorable Jeff Landry, Governor, State of Louisiana 

o The Honorable Vanessa Fuentes, Council Member and Mayor Pro Tem, City of 

Austin, Texas; and Chair, National League of Cities Transportation and 

Infrastructure Services Committee, on behalf of The National League of Cities 

o Ms. Sarah Galica, Vice President, Transportation, The Home Depot 

o Mr. Seth Schulgen, Vice President, Williams Brothers Construction, on behalf of 

The Associated General Contractors of America. 

• This hearing is the first of many the committee will hold on the Surface Transportation 

Reauthorization. With the Surface Transportation Reauthorization set to expire in 2026, 

members will have over a year to submit their priorities to the relevant committees. In the 

past, Congress has required an extension to allow members additional time to complete 

the bill and could require a waiver to complete the next reauthorization.  
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House T&I Committee Makes Subcommittee Leadership Changes  

 

• On January 21, the House Transportation & Infrastructure (T&I) Committee Chair Sam 

Graves (R-MO) announced changes to subcommittee chairmanships to account for Rep. 

Rick Crawford (R-AR) being appointed to serve as Chair of House Permanent Select 

Committee on Intelligence.  

 

• The following members have been appointed to subcommittee chair roles:  

o Rep. Rick Crawford (R-AR): Vice Chair, House T&I Committee 

o Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC): Chair, Highways and Transit Subcommittee 

o Rep. Daniel Webster (R-FL): Chair, Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous 

Materials Subcommittee 

o Rep. Mike Ezell (R-MS): Chair, Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation 

Subcommittee 

Administration Update 

 

Donald Trump Sworn-in as 47th President, Takes Quick Action on the Economy and Border 

 

• On January 20, Donald Trump was sworn in as U.S. President after years spent 

campaigning to return to the Oval Office. Trump replaced Joe Biden, who left 

Washington for the Bay Area to begin his retirement and exit from public service.  

 

• Once complete with a ceremonial parade and speeches, the President returned to the 

White House, where he began signing dozens of executive orders addressing key issues 

he campaigned on. One of his first actions was directing federal department leads to 

make lowering the cost of living a priority. The President also signed orders to eliminate 

diversity, equity, and inclusion programs in the federal government, as well as telework 

policies and certain hiring practices. 

 

• As the new administration continues to issue policy changes and executive orders in the 

coming months, the Holland & Knight team will work closely with staff to monitor any 

possible impacts those policy changes could have to SamTrans projects and priorities. 

 

President Trump Issues Executive Order on American Energy; Pauses Disbursement of IIJA and 

IRA Funds for EV Charging Stations and Green New Deal Priorities 

• As part of his executive actions on Monday, President Trump signed an executive order 

entitled: “Unleashing American Energy”, including an array of presidential actions to 

advance his energy/infrastructure priorities.  

 

• The executive order directs all federal agencies to “immediately pause the disbursement 

of funds” from the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

(BIL), including but not limited to funds for electric vehicle charging stations from the 

National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula Program and the Charging and 
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Fueling Infrastructure (CFI) Discretionary Grant Program. Officials further clarified in a 

follow-up memo that the pause applies primarily to programs that fund green energy and 

electric vehicle infrastructure. Since the release of the memo, the federal government has 

resumed the distribution of highway and transit formula dollars and other funding streams 

unrelated to those described in the executive order.    

 

• During this 90-day period, department/agency heads are directed to conduct a review of 

their “processes, policies, and programs for issuing grants, loans, contracts, or any other 

financial disbursements of such appropriated funds for consistency with the law” and 

submit a report to the National Economic Council (NEC) and White House OMB 

detailing their findings.  

President Trump Temporarily Pauses All Regulatory Activities  

 

• On January 20, President Trump signed an executive order: “Regulatory Freeze Pending 

Review”. This executive order pauses ongoing regulatory activities, including proposed 

and recently published rules, until a Trump administration official is in place to review 

and approve said rule. President Trump issued a similar regulatory freeze via executive 

order at the beginning of his first term in 2017, as did President Biden in 2021. 

 

• The executive order specifically details that any proposed rules sent to the Federal 

Register that have yet to be published will be withdrawn for review. Furthermore, the 

executive order also delays the effective dates of recently published rules that have yet to 

take effect by 60 days.  

 

• This regulatory freeze provides the Trump Administration with the opportunity to 

determine which regulations align with their priorities, and which ones to rescind or 

rewrite.  

 

President Trump Selects Steven Bradbury as DOT Deputy Secretary 

 

• On January 11, President Trump announced Steven Bradbury as the nominee for 

Department of Transportation (DOT) Deputy Secretary. Bradbury is a veteran DOT 

official and a distinguished fellow at the Heritage Foundation.  He contributed to the 

Heritage Foundation’s Project 2025 chapter on transportation. 

 

• Bradbury served as General Counsel at DOT during the first Trump Administration. 

During the Bush administration, Bradbury served as Principal Deputy and Acting 

Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel at the Department of Justice 

(DOJ).  
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January 21, 2024

TO: Board of Directors
San Mateo County Transit District

FM: Matt Robinson and Michael Pimentel
Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange

RE: STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – February 2025

General Update
On January 6, the Legislature reconvened in Sacramento for the continuation of the 2025-26 Regular 
Legislative Session. This follows the initial convening for the Regular Legislative Session on December 2 
during which legislators who stood for election in November 2024 were sworn-in and legislators in both 
houses selected their legislative leaders, adopted joint rules, and introduced the first round of 
legislation.  

Concurrent with the Legislature’s return to Sacramento, on January 6, Governor Newsom provided 
Californians with a preview of the proposed Fiscal Year 2025-26 State Budget. The full budget was 
released by the Newsom Administration through the California Department of Finance on January 10. 
For information about key legislative and budget deadlines, please see the 2024 Legislative Calendar 
available here. 

Governor Releases Proposed Fiscal Year 2025-26 State Budget
On January 10, Governor Newsom released his proposed Fiscal Year 2025-26 State Budget, outlining the 
Newsom Administration’s budget and initial budget-related policy priorities for the fiscal year, beginning 
on July 1, 2025. 

The proposed budget presents a significantly improved fiscal picture for the state relative to the 
previous two budget acts, and proposes to invest $322.3 billion in state programs, impacting housing 
and homelessness, transportation, climate, water, emergency response, education, health and human 
services, and corrections and rehabilitation, among other state priorities. Against this investment, the 
budget presents a modest surplus of $363 million and maintains $16.9 billion in reserve capacity for 
addressing downturns to California’s economy. 

Relative to public transportation, the proposed budget is largely status quo, as it would not make any 
adjustments to the level or timing of discretionary state investment in the formula-based Transit and 
Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) or formula-based Zero-Emission Transit Capital Program (ZETCP) 
(collectively, referred to as the “SB 125 program.”) compared to the Budget Act of 2024. 

As a reminder, the Budget Act of 2024 protected the $5.1 billion for SB 125 program first established by 
the Budget Act of 2023 but made minor adjustments to the release of this funding to implement the 
following appropriation timeline for the formula-based TIRCP and ZETCP. 
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TIRCP
 $2 billion is appropriated in FY 2023-24.
 $1 billion is appropriated in FY 2024-25. 
 $1 billion is approved for appropriation in FY 2025-26.

ZETCP
 $190 million is appropriated in FY 2023-24.
 $220 million is appropriated in FY 2024-25.
 $230 million is approved for appropriation in FY 2026-27.
 $460 million is approved for appropriation in FY 2027-28.

Therefore, if adopted by the Legislature and signed into law by the Governor, the proposed budget 
would advance the final $1 billion that was approved for appropriation to the formula-based TIRCP in FY 
2025-26, bringing the total level of funding appropriated toward the SB 125 program to $4.41 billion 
(out of the total $5.1 billion). The remaining $690 million for the formula-based ZETCP would be 
appropriated in the future fiscal years of FY 2026-27 and FY 2027-28. Additionally, the proposed budget 
maintains $150 million for grade separations but does not include any additional appropriations 
currently. 

Relative to the climate, the proposed budget highlights the Newsom Administration’s intent to work 
with the Legislature on reauthorization of the Cap-and Trade program and the Cap-and-Trade 
Expenditure Plan as soon as this year. Should this work move forward, it would require engagement 
from transportation stakeholders to ensure that the Cap-and-Trade Expenditure Plan continues to 
support public transportation at current levels or more. As a reminder, today, the Cap-and-Trade 
Expenditure Plan directs 15% of annual revenues to public transit capital and operations. 

Finally, relative to housing and homelessness, the proposed budget would establish a new California 
Housing and Homelessness Agency. The new agency will “strengthen California’s ability to plan, 
produce, and preserve housing while enhancing the state’s homelessness response now and over the 
long term by aligning housing initiatives with complementary policy areas—such as transportation, 
health, climate, energy, and community planning.” 

The proposed budget also states the Newsom Administration’s interest in working with the Legislature 
to advance policies to reduce housing costs, enhance accountability to meet their housing obligations, 
and promote efficient land use practices that integrate housing and transportation, including removing 
barriers to infill housing and supporting transit-oriented development, to help achieve the state’s 
housing and environmental goals. While specific details of these policies are not yet available, the 
Administration notes that it will propose policies to enhance the Department of Housing and 
Community Development’s ability to recycle funding, update housing programs to promote affordability, 
and expand existing CEQA streamlining tools to accelerate infill housing production. 

Finally, the proposed budget would add $25 million onetime General Fund in FY 2025-26 to the Clean 
California Program for a Community Cleanup and Employment Pathways Grant Program. This funding 
will provide matching grants to communities with a Clean California Community designation focused on 
both litter remediation and jobs creation. This helps build on the state’s continued investments in litter 
removal and related maintenance activities.

With the Governor’s proposed budget now released, we will see the Legislature begin to hold hearings 
on the budget proposals through subject-specific budget subcommittees. This process will continue in 
an iterative fashion throughout the spring in the lead-up to the release of the Governor’s May Revise. 
The May Revise, scheduled to be released on May 15, serves a mid-year update to the Governor’s 
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proposed budget and will help inform the final budget agreement entered into by the Governor and 
legislative leaders in June. 

Legislative Leaders Announce Committee Chairs and Committee Rosters
On December 27 and January 3, respectively, Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas (D-Hollister) and Senate 
President pro Tempore Mike McGuire (D-North Coast) announced committee chair appointments. The 
Pro Tem's announcement also included his full list of appointments to the Senate’s various policy and 
fiscal committees; the Speaker’s announcement of his full list of appointments to the Assembly’s 
committees followed his earlier announcement and was released on January 16.  

Assembly 
 Appropriations: Assembly Member Buffy Wicks (D-Oakland) 
 Budget: Assembly Member Jesse Gabriel (D-Encino) 
 Budget Subcommittee No. 4 on Climate Crisis, Resources, Energy, and Transportation: Assembly 

Member Steve Bennett (D-Ventura)
 Emergency Management: Assembly Member Rhodesia Ransom (D-Stockton) 
 Local Government: Assembly Member Juan Carrillo (D-Palmdale) 
 Housing and Community Development: Assembly Member Matt Haney (D-San Francisco) 
 Natural Resources: Assembly Member Isaac Bryan (D-Los Angeles) 
 Revenue and Taxation: Assembly Member Mike Gipson (D-Los Angeles)
 Transportation: Assembly Member Lori Wilson (D-Suisun City) 
 Utilities and Energy: Assembly Member Cottie Petrie-Norris (D-Irvine)

Senate  
 Appropriations: Senator Anna Caballero (D-Merced)
 Budget and Fiscal Review: Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) 
 Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 2 on Resources, Environmental Protection, and 

Energy: Senator Ben Allen (D-Santa Monica)
 Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 5 on Resources, Environmental Protection, and 

Energy: Senator Laura Richardson (D-San Pedro)
 Energy, Utilities, and Communications: Senator Josh Becker (D-Menlo Park) 
 Environmental Quality: Senator Catherine Blakespear (D-Encinitas) 
 Housing: Senator Aisha Wahab (D-Hayward) 
 Local Government: Senator Maria Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles)
 Natural Resources and Water: Senator Monique Limon (D-Santa Barbara)
 Revenue and Taxation: Senator Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton)  
 Transportation: Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose)

The announcements can be found on the websites for the Speaker (committee chairs, committee 
rosters) and President pro Tempore (committee chairs and committee rosters).

CalSTA Releases SB 125 Cycle 2 Final Guidelines
On January 19, the California State Transportation Agency released the final guidelines governing the 
distribution of the second year of SB 125 funding as well as a final annual reporting template. 
Specifically, for RTPAs to be considered eligible for funding from this second cycle of SB 125 funding, 
they must submit either a short-term financial plan (if not previously submitted in Cycle 1) along with an 
updated SB 125 Fund Request Form and a completed Annual Reporting Template.
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California Air Resources Board Withdraws Waiver Requests for Two Zero-Emission Vehicle Regulations
On January 14, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) withdrew its waiver requests for the Advanced 
Clean Fleet (ACF) and In-Use Locomotive regulations, which were previously submitted to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). Under the federal Clean Air Act, CARB is required to submit 
waiver requests to USEPA, and receive an approved waiver from the agency, to enforce regulations that 
exceed Clean Air Act requirements. The ACF and In-Use Locomotive regulations mandate that private 
and municipal medium- and heavy-duty fleets and freight and passenger rail locomotives, respectively, 
transition to zero-emission technologies on set schedules. We have engaged CARB to understand if, and 
how, these regulations will advance now that the waiver requests have been withdrawn. As this 
situation is evolving, we will provide you with an update as soon as we have received definitive guidance 
from CARB. 

Bills of Interest
SB 63 (Wiener) Regional Measure – WATCH
This bill states that it is the “intent of the Legislature to enact legislation authorizing a revenue measure 
to invest in transportation, including to, at a minimum, sustain and improve public transportation, in the 
San Francisco Bay area. It is the further intent of the Legislature that the details of this authorizing 
legislation, including the specific geography of the measure, be based on continued stakeholder 
engagement and consensus building, building off of a robust regional engagement process led by the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission in 2024.”

SB 71 (Wiener) CEQA Exemptions for Transit Projects – WATCH
This bill would extend indefinitely the current January 1, 2030 sunset date established by SB 922 
(Wiener, 2022) for statutorily authorized CEQA exemptions for transit and transportation projects, add 
additional project-types to the list of exemptions (transit operational analysis, bus stops, bus shelters), 
and make substantive procedural changes surrounding board actions (i.e. board process for establishing 
a project’s cost estimate). 

SB 79 (Wiener) Transit Oriented Development – WATCH
This bill states that it is the “intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would make housing more 
affordable for California families, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and enhance public transit systems 
by, among other things, requiring the upzoning of land near rail stations and rapid bus lines to 
encourage transit-oriented development.”

AB 259 (Rubio) Brown Act Teleconferences – WATCH
Existing law authorizes local agencies to use teleconferencing for board/council members under certain 
circumstances (illness, caring for others, travel, etc.) as long as a quorum of the members participate in 
person from the same location identified on the agenda and that the location is open to the public and 
in within the local agency’s jurisdiction. Existing law establishes limits on the number of meetings 
members may participate in via teleconference to two meetings per year if the legislative body regularly 
meets once per month or less. These provisions sunset on January 1, 2026. This bill would remove the 
sunset date and extend the alternative teleconferencing procedures indefinitely.
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San Mateo County Transit District
State Legislative Matrix 1/21/2025

Page 1 of 6

Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position
AB 21
DeMaio R

Taxpayer Protection 
Act of 2025.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

The California Constitution requires a state statute that would result in any taxpayer paying 
a higher tax to be imposed by an act passed by 2/3 vote of the each house of the 
Legislature. The California Constitution also provides that all taxes imposed by a local 
government are either general taxes or special taxes, as defined, and requires that taxes 
imposed, extended, or increased by a local government be submitted to the electorate and 
approved by a majority vote, in the case of general taxes, or a 2/3 vote, in the case of 
special taxes. Existing law imposes specified requirements on state and local ballots, 
including, among other things, on the contents of the ballot label, ballot title, and summary. 
This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact a constitutional amendment to 
limit the ability of state and local governments to raise taxes, restore a 2/3 vote 
requirement on local special tax increases, impose voter approval requirements on specific 
categories of new taxes, and regulate the titles on state and local ballot measures relating 
to tax increases.

Watch

AB 23
DeMaio R

The Cost of Living 
Reduction Act of 
2025.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) with regulatory authority over 
public utilities, including electrical corporations and gas corporations, and requires the PUC 
to develop a definition of energy affordability. Existing law also establishes the Milton 
Marks “Little Hoover” Commission on California State Government Organization and 
Economy (Little Hoover Commission) to promote economy, efficiency, and improved service 
in the transaction of the public business in the various departments, agencies, and 
instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government. This bill, the Cost of Living 
Reduction Act of 2025, would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent 
legislation to reduce the cost of living in California by undertaking specified activities, 
including, among other things, by suspending all state taxes and fees on gasoline and 
electric and gas utilities and by requiring the Little Hoover Commission to provide a report 
on methods to reduce the cost of living in other areas, as provided.

Watch

AB 33
Aguiar-Curry D

Autonomous vehicles.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law authorizes the operation of an autonomous vehicle on public roads for testing 
purposes by a driver who possesses the proper class of license for the type of vehicle 
operated if specified requirements are satisfied. Existing law prohibits the operation of an 
autonomous vehicle on public roads until the manufacturer submits an application to the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, as specified, and that application is approved. This bill 
would make technical, nonsubstantive changes to these provisions.

Watch
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San Mateo County Transit District
State Legislative Matrix 1/21/2025

Page 2 of 6

Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position
AB 35
Alvarez D

California 
Environmental 
Quality Act: clean 
hydrogen 
transportation 
projects.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to 
prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact 
report on a project that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant 
effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the project will 
not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative 
declaration for a project that may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions in 
the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial evidence that the 
project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the environment. This bill would 
provide for limited CEQA review of an application for a discretionary permit or 
authorization for a clean hydrogen transportation project, as defined, by requiring the 
application to be reviewed through a clean hydrogen environmental assessment, unless 
otherwise requested by the applicant, as prescribed. The bill would, except as provided, 
require the lead agency to determine whether to approve the clean hydrogen 
environmental assessment and issue a discretionary permit or authorization for the project 
no later than 270 days after the application for the project is deemed complete. The bill 
would require an action or proceeding brought to attack, review, set aside, void, or annul 
the approval of a clean hydrogen environmental assessment or the issuance of a 
discretionary permit or authorization for a clean hydrogen transportation project, including 
any potential appeals to the court of appeal or the Supreme Court, to be resolved, to the 
extent feasible, within 270 days of the filing of the certified record of proceedings with the 
court. By imposing new duties on a lead agency, this bill would create a state-mandated 
local program. The bill would repeal these provisions on January 1, 2036. This bill contains 
other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch
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San Mateo County Transit District
State Legislative Matrix 1/21/2025

Page 3 of 6

Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position
AB 61
Pacheco D

Electricity and natural 
gas: legislation 
imposing mandated 
program and 
requirements: third-
party review.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public 
utilities, including electrical corporations and gas corporations. The Public Advocate’s Office 
of the Public Utilities Commission is established as an independent office within the 
commission to represent and advocate on behalf of the interests of public utility customers 
and subscribers within the jurisdiction of the commission. This bill would request the office 
to establish, by January 1, 2027, a program to, upon request of the Legislature, analyze 
legislation that would establish a mandated requirement or program or otherwise affect 
electrical or gas ratepayers, as specified. The bill would request the office to develop and 
implement conflict-of-interest provisions that would prohibit a person from participating in 
an analysis for which the person knows or has reasons to know that the person has a 
financial interest. The bill would establish the Energy Programs Benefit Fund in the State 
Treasury and continuously appropriate the moneys in the fund to the office to support the 
work of the office in providing analyses under the bill. The bill would repeal these provisions 
on January 1, 2031.

Watch

AB 99
Ta R

Electrical 
corporations: rates.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public 
utilities, including electrical corporations. Existing law authorizes the commission to fix the 
rates and charges for every public utility and requires that those rates and charges be just 
and reasonable. This bill would prohibit an electrical corporation from proposing, and the 
commission from approving, a rate increase above the rate of inflation, unless the rate 
increase is approved by a majority of the electrical corporation’s customers voting in an 
election conducted according to specified requirements, and except when the commission 
determines that the costs underlying the rate increase are directly related to safety 
enhancements and modernization or to higher commodity or fuel costs. This bill contains 
other related provisions and other existing laws.
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AB 259
Rubio, Blanca D

Open meetings: local 
agencies: 
teleconferences.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings 
of a legislative body, as defined, of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be 
permitted to attend and participate. The act authorizes the legislative body of a local 
agency to use teleconferencing, as specified, and requires a legislative body of a local 
agency that elects to use teleconferencing to comply with specified requirements, including 
that the local agency post agendas at all teleconference locations, identify each 
teleconference location in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have 
each teleconference location be accessible to the public. Existing law, until January 1, 2026, 
authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use alternative teleconferencing if, 
during the teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative 
body participates in person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the 
agenda that is open to the public and situated within the boundaries of the territory over 
which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, and the legislative body complies with 
prescribed requirements. Existing law requires a member to satisfy specified requirements 
to participate in a meeting remotely pursuant to these alternative teleconferencing 
provisions, including that specified circumstances apply. Existing law establishes limits on 
the number of meetings a member may participate in solely by teleconference from a 
remote location pursuant to these alternative teleconferencing provisions, including 
prohibiting such participation for more than 2 meetings per year if the legislative body 
regularly meets once per month or less. This bill would remove the January 1, 2026, date 
from those provisions, thereby extending the alternative teleconferencing procedures 
indefinitely. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

SB 57
Padilla D

Data centers: rates.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public 
utilities, including electrical corporations. Existing law authorizes the commission to fix the 
rates and charges for every public utility and requires that those rates and charges be just 
and reasonable. This bill, the Ratepayer and Technological Innovation Protection Act, would 
require the commission, on or before July 1, 2026, to establish a special rate structure for 
data centers, as defined, that, among other things, protects residential ratepayers and small 
businesses and prevents cost shifts to those existing ratepayers and ensures electrical grid 
investments to serve data centers are fully recovered, as specified. This bill contains other 
related provisions and other existing laws.
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SB 63
Wiener D

San Francisco Bay 
area: local revenue 
measure: 
transportation 
funding.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law creates the Metropolitan Transportation Commission as a local area planning 
agency for the 9-county San Francisco Bay area with comprehensive regional transportation 
planning and other related responsibilities. Existing law creates various transit districts 
located in the San Francisco Bay area, with specified powers and duties relating to providing 
public transit services. This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation 
authorizing a revenue measure to invest in transportation in the San Francisco Bay area.

Watch

SB 71
Wiener D

California 
Environmental 
Quality Act: 
exemptions: transit 
projects.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to 
prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact 
report on a project that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant 
effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the project will 
not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative 
declaration for a project that may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions in 
the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial evidence that the 
project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the environment. CEQA, until January 
1, 2030, exempts from its requirements active transportation plans, pedestrian plans, or 
bicycle transportation plans for the restriping of streets and highways, bicycle parking and 
storage, signal timing to improve street and highway intersection operations, and the 
related signage for bicycles, pedestrians, and vehicles. This bill would extend the operation 
of the above-mentioned exemption indefinitely. The bill would also exempt a transit 
comprehensive operational analysis, as defined, a transit route readjustment, or other 
transit agency route addition, elimination, or modification, from the requirements of CEQA. 
Because a lead agency would be required to determine whether a plan qualifies for this 
exemption, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other 
related provisions and other existing laws.
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SB 79
Wiener D

Planning and zoning: 
housing development: 
transit-oriented 
development.

Pending referral to policy 
committee.   

Existing law, the Planning and Zoning Law, requires each city, county, or city and county to 
prepare and adopt a general plan for its jurisdiction that contains certain mandatory 
elements, including a housing element. Under existing law, a part of the housing element is 
an assessment of housing needs, which includes the locality’s share of the regional housing 
need. Under existing law, the appropriate council of local governments, or for cities without 
a council of governments, the Department of Housing and Community Development, 
adopts a final regional housing need plan that allocates a share of the regional housing need 
to each locality in the region. Existing law requires the Board of Directors of the San 
Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District to adopt by ordinance transit-oriented 
development (TOD) zoning standards for each station that establish minimum zoning 
requirements for height, density, parking, and floor area ratio that apply to an eligible TOD 
project, as provided, and authorizes developers of certain eligible TOD projects to submit an 
application for a development that is subject to a specified streamlined, ministerial approval 
process, as provided. This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation 
that would make housing more affordable for California families, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, and enhance public transit systems by, among other things, requiring the 
upzoning of land near rail stations and rapid bus lines to encourage transit-oriented 
development. The bill would make related findings and declarations.
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January 17, 2025 
 
 
 
Sue Parker 
Chief Clerk of the Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 319 
Sacramento, California  
 
Dear Ms. Parker,  
 
Please be advised that I have made the following committee appointments for the 2025-26 
Regular Session:  
 
Aging and Long-Term Care 
Assemblymember Jasmeet Kaur Bains, Chair 
Assemblymember James Gallagher, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Joaquin Arambula 
Assemblymember Anamarie Avila Farias 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez 
Assemblymember Blanca Rubio 
Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-Collins 
 
Agriculture 
Assemblymember Esmeralda Soria, Chair 
Assemblymember Juan Alanis, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry  
Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez 
Assemblymember Heather Hadwick 
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin 
Assemblymember Rhodesia Ransom 
 
I have decreased the size of the committee from 10 to 8 members. 
 
Appropriations 
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks, Chair   
Assemblymember Kate Sanchez, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Joaquin Arambula 
Assemblymember Lisa Calderon 
Assemblymember Jessica Caloza 
Assemblymember Diane Dixon 
Assemblymember Sade Elhawary 
Assemblymember Mike Fong 

Item #10.d.3.
2/5/2025

239



 

 

Ms. Sue Parker 
January 17, 2025 
Page Two 

 
 
 
Appropriations (continued)  

Assemblymember Mark González 

Assemblymember Heather Hadwick 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart 
Assemblymember Blanca Pacheco 
Assemblymember Gail Pellerin 
Assemblymember José Solache 
Assemblymember Tri Ta 
 
Arts, Entertainment, Sports, and Tourism 
Assemblymember Christopher Ward, Chair 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Sade Elhawary  
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez 
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor 
Assemblymember Liz Ortega 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva  
Assemblymember Avelino Valencia 
Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 7 to 9 members. 
 
Banking and Finance 
Assemblymember Avelino Valencia, Chair 
Assemblymember Phillip Chen, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Diane Dixon 
Assemblymember Mike Fong 
Assemblymember Maggy Krell 
Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez 
Assemblymember Blanca Rubio 
Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo  
Assemblymember Esmeralda Soria 
 
Budget 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Chair 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Dawn Addis 
Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens 
Assemblymember David Alvarez 
Assemblymember Steve Bennett 
Assemblymember Mia Bonta 
Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio 
Assemblymember Mike Fong 
Assemblymember Heather Hadwick 
Assemblymember Matt Haney 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart 
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Budget (continued) 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey 
Assemblymember Alex Lee 
Assemblymember Alexandra Macedo 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi 
Assemblymember Liz Ortega 
Assemblymember Darshana Patel 
Assemblymember Joe Patterson 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris  
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva 
Assemblymember James Ramos 
Assemblymember Chris Rogers 
Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo 
Assemblymember Nick Schultz 
Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-Collins 
Assemblymember José Solache 
Assemblymember David Tangipa 
Assemblymember Greg Wallis 
Assemblymember Christopher Ward 
Assemblymember Lori Wilson 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 27 to 33 members. 
 
Budget Subcommittee No. 1 on Health 
Assemblymember Dawn Addis, Chair 
Assemblymember Mia Bonta 
Assemblymember Joe Patterson 
Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo 
Assemblymember José Solache 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Republican Alternate 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 3 to 5 members. 
 
Budget Subcommittee No. 2 on Human Services 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson, Chair 
Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens 
Assemblymember Alex Lee 
Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-Collins 
Assemblymember David Tangipa 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Republican Alternate 
 

I have increased the size of the committee from 3 to 5 members. 
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Budget Subcommittee No. 3 on Education Finance 
Assemblymember David Alvarez, Chair 
Assemblymember Mike Fong 
Assemblymember Heather Hadwick 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi 
Assemblymember Darshana Patel 
Assemblymember Greg Wallis 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Republican Alternate 
 
Budget Subcommittee No. 4 on Climate Crisis, Resources, Energy, and Transportation-  
Assemblymember Steve Bennett, Chair 
Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey 
Assemblymember Alexandra Macedo 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris  
Assemblymember Chris Rogers 
Assemblymember Lori Wilson 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Republican Alternate 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 5 to 7 members. 
 
Budget Subcommittee No. 5 on State Administration 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva, Chair 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio 
Assemblymember Matt Haney 
Assemblymember Liz Ortega 
Assemblymember Christopher Ward 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Republican Alternate 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 3 to 5 members. 
 
Budget Subcommittee No. 6 on Public Safety 
Assemblymember James Ramos, Chair 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey 
Assemblymember Nick Schultz 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Republican Alternate 
 
Budget Subcommittee No. 7 on Accountability and Oversight 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart, Chair 
 
Business and Professions 
Assemblymember Marc Berman, Chair 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Vice Chair 
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Business and Professions (continued) 
Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens 
Assemblymember Juan Alanis 
Assemblymember Jasmeet Kaur Bains 
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 
Assemblymember Jessica Caloza 
Assemblymember Phillip Chen 
Assemblymember Sade Elhawary 
Assemblymember Heather Hadwick 
Assemblymember Matt Haney 
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson 
Assemblymember Maggy Krell 
Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal 
Assemblymember Alexandra Macedo 
Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen 
Assemblymember Gail Pellerin 
 
Communications and Conveyance 
Assemblymember Tasha Boerner, Chair 
Assemblymember Josh Hoover, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens 
Assemblymember Mia Bonta 
Assemblymember Jessica Caloza 
Assemblymember Leticia Castillo 
Assemblymember Robert Garcia 
Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal 
Assemblymember Chris Rogers 
Assemblymember Blanca Rubio 
 
I have decreased the size of the committee from 11 to 10 members. 
 
Economic Development, Growth, and Household Impact 
Assemblymember José Solache, Chair 
Assemblymember Leticia Castillo, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Darshana Patel 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris 
Assemblymember Esmeralda Soria 
Assemblymember Catherine Stefani 
Assemblymember Greg Wallis 
 
Education 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi, Chair 
Assemblymember Josh Hoover, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Dawn Addis 
Assemblymember David Alvarez 
Assemblymember Mia Bonta 
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Education (continued)  
Assemblymember Leticia Castillo 
Assemblymember Robert Garcia 
Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal 
Assemblymember Darshana Patel 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 7 to 9 members. 
 

Elections 
Assemblymember Gail Pellerin, Chair 
Assemblymember Bill Essayli, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Steve Bennett 
Assemblymember Marc Berman 
Assemblymember José Solache 
Assemblymember Catherine Stefani 
Assemblymember David Tangipa 
 
I have decreased the size of the committee from 8 to 7 members. 
 
Emergency Management 
Assemblymember Rhodesia Ransom, Chair 
Assemblymember Heather Hadwick, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Joaquin Arambula 
Assemblymember Jasmeet Kaur Bains 
Assemblymember Steve Bennett 
Assemblymember Lisa Calderon 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio 
 
I have decreased the size of the committee from 8 to 7 members. 
 
Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials 
Assemblymember Damon Connolly, Chair 
Assemblymember Heather Hadwick, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan  
Assemblymember Leticia Castillo 
Assemblymember Alex Lee 
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor 
Assemblymember Diane Papan 
 
Governmental Organization 
Assemblymember Blanca Rubio, Chair 
Assemblymember Alexandra Macedo, Vice Chair  
Assemblymember David Alvarez 
Assemblymember Marc Berman 
Assemblymember Isaac Bryan 
Assemblymember Juan Carrillo 
Assemblymember Laurie Davies 
Assemblymember Diane Dixon 
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Governmental Organization (continued) 
Assemblymember Mike Fong 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel 
Assemblymember Mike Gipson 
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor 
Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen  
Assemblymember Blanca Pacheco 
Assemblymember James Ramos 
Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez 
Assemblymember Kate Sanchez 
Assemblymember José Solache 
Assemblymember Esmeralda Soria 
Assemblymember Tri Ta 
Assemblymember Avelino Valencia 
Assemblymember Greg Wallis 
 
Health 
Assemblymember Mia Bonta, Chair 
Assemblymember Joe Patterson, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Dawn Addis 
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry 
Assemblymember Joaquin Arambula 
Assemblymember Juan Carrillo 
Assemblymember Heath Flora 
Assemblymember Mark González 
Assemblymember Maggy Krell 
Assemblymember Darshana Patel 
Assemblymember Celeste Rodriguez 
Assemblymember Kate Sanchez 
Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo 
Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-Collins 
Assemblymember Catherine Stefani 
Assemblymember David Tangipa 
 
Higher Education 
Assemblymember Mike Fong, Chair 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Tasha Boerner 
Assemblymember Bill Essayli 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson 
Assemblymember Maggy Krell 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi 
Assemblymember Darshana Patel 
Assemblymember Celeste Rodriguez 
Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-Collins 
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Housing and Community Development 
Assemblymember Matt Haney, Chair 
Assemblymember Joe Patterson, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Anamarie Avila Farias 
Assemblymember Jessica Caloza 
Assemblymember James Gallagher 
Assemblymember Ash Kalra  
Assemblymember Alex Lee 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva  
Assemblymember Esmeralda Soria 
Assemblymember Tri Ta 
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks 
Assemblymember Lori Wilson 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 9 to 12 members. 
 
Human Services 
Assemblymember Alex Lee, Chair 
Assemblymember Leticia Castillo, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Lisa Calderon 
Assemblymember Sade Elhawary 
Assemblymember Bill Essayli 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson 
Assemblymember Celeste Rodriguez 
 
Insurance 
Assemblymember Lisa Calderon, Chair 
Assemblymember David Tangipa, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Dawn Addis 
Assemblymember David Alvarez 
Assemblymember Anamarie Avila Farias 
Assemblymember Marc Berman 
Assemblymember Phillip Chen 
Assemblymember James Gallagher 
Assemblymember Mike Gipson 
Assemblymember John Harabedian 
Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen 
Assemblymember Liz Ortega 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris 
Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez 
Assemblymember Avelino Valencia 
Assemblymember Greg Wallis 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 15 to 16 members. 
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Judiciary 
Assemblymember Ash Kalra, Chair 
Assemblymember Diane Dixon, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan  
Assemblymember Isaac Bryan 
Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
Assemblymember Bill Essayli 
Assemblymember John Harabedian 
Assemblymember Blanca Pacheco 
Assemblymember Diane Papan 
Assemblymember Kate Sanchez 
Assemblymember Catherine Stefani 
Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur 
 
Labor and Employment 
Assemblymember Liz Ortega, Chair 
Assemblymember Heath Flora, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Phillip Chen 
Assemblymember Sade Elhawary 
Assemblymember Ash Kalra 
Assemblymember Alex Lee 
Assemblymember Christopher Ward 
 
Local Government  
Assemblymember Juan Carrillo, Chair 
Assemblymember Tri Ta, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Josh Hoover 
Assemblymember Blanca Pacheco 
Assemblymember James Ramos 
Assemblymember Blanca Rubio 
Assemblymember Catherine Stefani 
Assemblymember Christopher Ward 
Assemblymember Lori Wilson 
 
Military and Veterans Affairs  
Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo, Chair 
Assemblymember Laurie Davies, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Anamarie Avila Farias 
Assemblymember Juan Carrillo 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez 
Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez 
Assemblymember Avelino Valencia 
 
I have decreased the size of the committee from 10 to 7 members. 
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Natural Resources 
Assemblymember Isaac Bryan, Chair 
Assemblymember Alexandra Macedo, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Juan Alanis 
Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
Assemblymember Heath Flora 
Assemblymember Robert Garcia 
Assemblymember Matt Haney 
Assemblymember Josh Hoover 
Assemblymember Ash Kalra 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi 
Assemblymember Gail Pellerin 
Assemblymember Rhodesia Ransom 
Assemblymember Nick Schultz 
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks 
Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur  
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 12 to 15 members. 
 
Privacy and Consumer Protection 
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, Chair 
Assemblymember Diane Dixon, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Isaac Bryan 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio 
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin 
Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal  
Assemblymember Alexandra Macedo 
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor 
Assemblymember Liz Ortega 
Assemblymember Joe Patterson 
Assemblymember Gail Pellerin 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris 
Assemblymember Christopher Ward 
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks 
Assemblymember Lori Wilson 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 11 to 15 members. 
 
Public Employment and Retirement 
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor, Chair 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Juan Alanis 
Assemblymember Tasha Boerner 
Assemblymember Sade Elhawary 
Assemblymember Robert Garcia 
Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen 
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Public Safety 
Assemblymember Nick Schultz, Chair 
Assemblymember Juan Alanis, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Mark González 
Assemblymember Matt Haney 
Assemblymember John Harabedian 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey 
Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen 
Assemblymember James Ramos 
Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-Collins 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 8 to 9 members. 
 
Revenue and Taxation 
Assemblymember Mike Gipson, Chair 
Assemblymember Tri Ta, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Jasmeet Kaur Bains 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio 
Assemblymember Robert Garcia 
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva  
 
Rules 
Assemblymember Blanca Pacheco, Chair 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens 
Assemblymember Heath Flora 
Assemblymember Mark González 
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin 
Assemblymember Maggy Krell 
Assemblymember Darshana Patel  
Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez 
Assemblymember Kate Sanchez 
Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur 
Assemblymember Joaquin Arambula, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Tri Ta, Republican Alternate 
 
Transportation 
Assemblymember Lori Wilson, Chair 
Assemblymember Laurie Davies, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry 
Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens 
Assemblymember Juan Carrillo 
Assemblymember John Harabedian 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart 
Assemblymember Josh Hoover 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson 
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Transportation (continued) 
Assemblymember Tom Lackey 
Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal 
Assemblymember Alexandra Macedo 
Assemblymember Diane Papan 
Assemblymember Rhodesia Ransom 
Assemblymember Chris Rogers 
Assemblymember Christopher Ward 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 15 to 16 members.  
 
Utilities and Energy 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris, Chair 
Assemblymember Joe Patterson, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Tasha Boerner 
Assemblymember Lisa Calderon 
Assemblymember Phillip Chen 
Assemblymember Mark González 
Assemblymember John Harabedian 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart 
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin 
Assemblymember Ash Kalra 
Assemblymember Diane Papan 
Assemblymember Chris Rogers 
Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo 
Assemblymember Nick Schultz 
Assemblymember Tri Ta 
Assemblymember David Tangipa 
Assemblymember Greg Wallis 
Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur 
 
I have increased the size of the committee from 16 to 18 members. 
 
Water, Parks, and Wildlife 
Assemblymember Diane Papan, Chair 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Juan Alanis 
Assemblymember David Alvarez 
Assemblymember Anamarie Avila Farias 
Assemblymember Jasmeet Kaur Bains 
Assemblymember Steve Bennett 
Assemblymember Tasha Boerner 
Assemblymember Jessica Caloza 
Assemblymember Laurie Davies 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart 
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Water, Parks, and Wildlife (continued) 
Assemblymember Celeste Rodriguez 
Assemblymember Chris Rogers 
 
I have decreased the size of the committee from 15 to 13 members.   
 
Legislative Ethics 
Assemblymember Catherine Stefani, Co-Chair 
Assemblymember Phillip Chen, Co-Chair  
Assemblymember Marc Berman 
Assemblymember Bill Essayli 
Assemblymember James Gallagher 
1 Democratic vacancy 
 
Joint Legislative Audit Committee 
Assemblymember John Harabedian, Chair 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart 
Assemblymember Josh Hoover 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva 
Assemblymember Rhodesia Ransom 
1 Democratic vacancy 
 
Joint Legislative Budget 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Dawn Addis  
Assemblymember David Alvarez 
Assemblymember Steve Bennett  
Assemblymember Heath Flora 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson  
Assemblymember Joe Patterson 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva  
 
Joint Legislative Committee on Climate Change Policies 
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin, Chair 
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 
Assemblymember Isaac Bryan 
Assemblymember Heath Flora 
Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
ROBERT RIVAS 
Speaker of the Assembly 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 3, 2024 

 

CONTACT: Niesha.Fritz@sen.ca.gov (for Capitol) 

           Nora.Mounce@sen.ca.gov (for District) 

 

Senate Leader McGuire Announces Leadership Team, Committee 

Membership for 2025-26 Legislative Session, First Extraordinary 

Session 
 

SACRAMENTO – Senate President pro Tempore Mike McGuire (D-North Coast) today 

announced the Senate’s committee membership assignments for the 2025-26 Senate Democratic 

Leadership Team, Legislative Session, and First Extraordinary Session. 

 

 

Senate Democratic Leadership  

 Senator Lena A. Gonzalez (D-Long Beach), Majority Leader  

 Senator Angelique V. Ashby (D-Sacramento), Assistant Majority Leader  

 Senator Aisha Wahab (D-Hayward), Assistant Majority Leader  

 Senator Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara), Democratic Caucus Chair  

 Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose), Majority Whip  

 Senator María Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles), Assistant Majority Whip  

 Senator Tim Grayson (D-Concord), Assistant Majority Whip  

 Senator Steve Padilla (D-San Diego), Assistant Majority Whip 

 Senator Laura Richardson (D-San Pedro), Assistant Majority Whip  

 

Standing Committees 
Agriculture 

 Senator Melissa Hurtado (D-Bakersfield), Chair 

 Senator Marie Alvarado-Gil (R-Jackson), Vice-Chair  

 Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose)  

 Senator Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton)  

 Senator Steve Padilla (D-San Diego)  
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Public Safety 

 Senator Jesse Arreguín (D-Berkeley), Chair 

 Senator Kelly Seyarto (R-Murrieta), Vice-Chair  

 Senator Anna M. Caballero (D-Merced)  

 Senator Lena A. Gonzalez (D-Long Beach)  

 Senator Sasha Renée Pérez (D-Alhambra)  

 Senator Eloise Gómez Reyes (D-San Bernardino)  

 Senator Scott D. Wiener (D-San Francisco)  
 

Revenue and Taxation  

 Senator Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton), Chair  

 Senator Suzette Martinez Valladares (R-Lancaster), Vice-Chair 

 Senator Angelique V. Ashby (D-Sacramento) 

 Senator Tim Grayson (D-Concord)  

 Senator Thomas J. Umberg (D-Santa Ana) 

 

Rules 

 Senate President pro Tempore Mike McGuire (D-North Coast), Chair 

 Senator Shannon Grove (R-Bakersfield), Vice-Chair 

 Senator Brian W. Jones (R-San Diego)  

 Senator John Laird (D-Santa Cruz)  

 Senator Eloise Gómez Reyes (D-San Bernardino)  

 

Transportation 

 Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose), Chair 

 Senator Bob Archuleta (D-Pico Rivera)  

 Senator Jesse Arreguín (D-Berkeley)  

 Senator Catherine Blakespear (D-Encinitas)  

 Senator Sabrina Cervantes (D-Riverside)  

 Senator Megan Dahle (R-Bieber) 

 Senator Lena A. Gonzalez (D-Long Beach)  

 Senator Tim Grayson (D-Concord)  

 Senator Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara) 

 Senator Caroline Menjivar (D-San Fernando Valley)  

 Senator Laura Richardson (D-San Pedro)  

 Senator Kelly Seyarto (R-Murrieta)  

 Senator Thomas J. Umberg (D-Santa Ana)  

 Senator Suzette Martinez Valladares (R-Lancaster) 

 Vice-Chair Vacancy 
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Legislative Ethics  

 Senator Scott D. Wiener (D-San Francisco), Chair  

 Senator Shannon Grove (R-Bakersfield), Vice-Chair  

 Senator Anna M. Caballero (D-Merced)  

 Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose)  

 Senator Roger W. Niello (R-Fair Oaks)  

 Senator Eloise Gómez Reyes (D-San Bernardino) 
 

Budget Sub-Committees 

Budget Subcommittee #1 on Education 

 Senator John Laird (D-Santa Cruz), Chair 

 Senator Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh (R-Yucaipa) 

 Senator Sasha Renée Pérez (D-Alhambra)  

 

 Budget Subcommittee #2 on Resources, Environmental Protection and Energy  

 Senator Benjamin Allen (D-Santa Monica), Chair 

 Senator Catherine Blakespear (D-Encinitas)  

 Senator Steven Choi (R-Irvine) 
 Senator Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton) 

 

Budget Subcommittee #3 on Health and Human Services 

 Senator Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San Diego), Chair   

 Senator Shannon Grove (R-Bakersfield)  

 Senator Caroline Menjivar (D-San Fernando Valley) 

 

Budget Subcommittee #4 on State Administration and General Government 

 Senator Christopher Cabaldon (D-Yolo), Chair 

 Senator Roger W. Niello (R-Fair Oaks)  

 Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas (D-Los Angeles)  

  

Budget Subcommittee #5 on Corrections, Public Safety, Judiciary, Labor and Transportation  

 Senator Laura Richardson (D-San Pedro), Chair 

 Senator María Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles)  

 Senator Kelly Seyarto (R-Murrieta)  

 Senator Aisha Wahab (D-Hayward) 
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First Extraordinary Session  

Special Session Budget and Fiscal Review Committee   

 Senator Scott D. Wiener (D-San Francisco), Chair 

 Senator Roger W. Niello (R-Fair Oaks), Vice-Chair  

 Senator Benjamin Allen (D-Santa Monica)  

 Senator Christopher Cabaldon (D-Yolo) 

 Senator Lena A. Gonzalez (D-Long Beach)  

 Senator John Laird (D-Santa Cruz) 

 Senator Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh (R-Yucaipa) 

 Senator Laura Richardson (D-San Pedro) 

 Senator Aisha Wahab (D-Hayward) 

 Senator Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San Diego)  

 

Joint Committees  

Joint Committee on the Arts 

 Senator Benjamin Allen (D-Santa Monica), Chair 

 Senator Shannon Grove (R-Bakersfield)  

 Senator Sasha Renée Pérez (D-Alhambra)  

 Senator Susan Rubio (D-Baldwin Park)  

 Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas (D-Los Angeles)  

 1 Vacancy 

 

 Joint Committee on Fairs Allocation and Classification  

 Senator Angelique V. Ashby (D-Sacramento), Vice Chair   

 Senator Christopher Cabaldon (D-Yolo) 

 Senator Anna M. Caballero (D-Merced) 

 Senator Megan Dahle (R-Bieber)  

 Senator Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasanton) 
 Senator Roger W. Niello (R-Fair Oaks) 
 Senator Steve Padilla (D-San Diego) 

 

Joint Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture  

 Senate President pro Tempore Mike McGuire (D-North Coast), Chair 

 Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose)  

 Senator Brian W. Jones (R-San Diego)  

 Senator Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San Diego)  
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Joint Committee on Rules  

 Senator John Laird (D-Santa Cruz), Vice Chair 

 Senator Angelique V. Ashby (D-Sacramento)  

 Senator Christopher Cabaldon (D-Yolo) 

 Senator Anna M. Caballero (D-Merced) 

 Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose)  

 Senator Lena A. Gonzalez (D-Long Beach)  

 Senator Tim Grayson (D-Concord)  

 Senator Shannon Grove (R-Bakersfield)  

 Senator Brian W. Jones (R-San Diego) 

 Senator Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara)  

 Senator Mike McGuire (D-North Coast)  

 Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas (D-Los Angeles)  

 Senator Suzette Martinez Valladares (R-Lancaster) 

 Senator Scott D. Wiener (D-San Francisco)  

 

Joint Legislative Audit Committee 

 Senator John Laird (D-Santa Cruz), Vice Chair   

 Senator Angelique V. Ashby (D-Sacramento)  

 Senator Josh Becker (D-Menlo Park)  

 Senator Sabrina Cervantes (D-Riverside)  

 Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose) 

 Senator Megan Dahle (R-Bieber) 

 Senator Suzette Martinez Valladares (R-Lancaster) 
 

Joint Legislative Committee on Climate Change Policies  

 Senator Henry I. Stern (D-Los Angeles), Vice Chair 

 Senator Catherine Blakespear (D-Encinitas)  

 Senator Melissa Hurtado (D-Bakersfield)  

 Senator Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara)  

 Senator Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San Diego)  

 

Joint Legislative Committee on Emergency Management  

 Senator Henry I. Stern (D-Los Angeles), Chair 

 Senator Bob Archuleta (D-Pico Rivera)  

 Senator Sabrina Cervantes (D-Riverside)  

 Senator Megan Dahle (R-Bieber)  

 Senator Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara)  

 2 Vacancies  
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Joint Legislative Budget Committee  

 Senator Scott D. Wiener (D-San Francisco), Chair  

 Senator Benjamin Allen (D-Santa Monica)  

 Senator Christopher Cabaldon (D-Yolo) 

 Senator John Laird (D-Santa Cruz) 

 Senator Roger W. Niello (R-Fair Oaks)  

 Senator Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh (R-Yucaipa) 

 Senator Laura Richardson (D-San Pedro) 

 Senator Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San Diego)  
  

### 

 

Mike McGuire is President pro Tempore of the California Senate. He represents the North Coast 

of California, which stretches from the Golden Gate Bridge to the Oregon border, including Del 

Norte, Trinity, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin Counties. Website of Senate 

Leader McGuire: https://sd02.senate.ca.gov/ 
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