








in much of San Mateo County over 10%. This is a regressive tax that falls hardest on 

lower income residents already struggling with the Bay Area’s high cost of living, and 

should not be dismissed by assuming the benefit of continuing traditional transit will 

offset that.  Many of those residents cannot use transit to get to and from work.  In 2023, 

only 5.6% of SMC residents used public transportation to do so. 

14. The top priority regarding Traditional Transit must be its transformation.  However, the 

legislative history of SB 63 includes: “…before passing, the author accepted Committee 

amendments that prioritize the operations of the San Francisco Bay Ferry (WETA) 

service and the East Bay bus systems over funding for transit transformation, while also 

reducing the transit transformation pot from 10 percent to 5 percent.”  That is the exact 

WRONG priority.  In fact, before any further funding is agreed, the transit transformation 

study should be completed.  SB 63 must be changed to prioritize making fiscal sense 

before spending. 

 

Reject SB 63: Opt OUT.  The challenge for Bay Area Transit is to move from the cost and asset 

inefficiencies of the Traditional Transit Titanic and to instead support study and development of 

modern, agile and affordable transportation services which both reduce cost and provide door-to-

door service, so people don’t have to carry their groceries home in the rain.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

       Gregg Dieguez 

       Director of Sustainability  

       SHIFT-Bay Area 

       www.shift-ba.org 

       mccgreggd@gmail.com 

 

Note: The figures presented herein are my calculations based on ACFR’s as of 6/3024.  The 

numbers are preliminary pending finalization of the National Transit Database statistics for 

2024 (expected Q4, 2025) and peer review of a pending report containing these, and more, 

statistics. 

 

CC: SMC BoS, SMCTA, C\CAG, Assy. Member Papan 







to a celebration of new fare gates 
in all San Mateo County stations!

Join BART and see for yourself the new look, state
of the art technology, and improved experience. 

San Mateo County BART Fare Gate Ribbon Cutting
Thursday, August 21, 2025, at 11:00am

San Bruno BART Station
1151 Huntington Avenue, San Bruno




