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Declaring January as National Slavery and
Human Trafficking Prevention Month

Whereas, the San Mateo County Transit District (District) supports the observation of
National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month during January to raise awareness of, and
opposition to, modern slavery and human trafficking; and

Whereas, according to the United States Department of State, around the globe, an
estimated 27 million people are exploited for labor, services and commercial sex. Human trafficking
is a crime that deprives millions of people of their dignity and freedom; and

Whereas, the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, as amended (TVPA), has defined
severe forms of trafficking in persons as sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by
force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act is under 18 years of
age; and

Whereas, in 2018, the District supported Assembly Bill 2034, which required specified
businesses and other establishments that operate intercity passenger rail, light rail or bus stations
to provide employee training on how to both recognize the signs of human trafficking and report
those signs to the appropriate law enforcement agency; and

Whereas, all bus operators receive human trafficking prevention training on an annual basis,
in addition to new hire trainees; and

Whereas, in the year to come, the District will place signage inside buses and send out
messaging through social media to help spread awareness about human trafficking prevention; and

Whereas, in the past few years, District employees took part in the Human Trafficking
Awareness Walk at San Francisco International Airport (SFO) to bring awareness to the global crisis
that occurs in all types of places, especially transportation facilities like airports and transit. This
event also was shared on SamTrans’ various social media platforms; and

Whereas, because the people of the United States remain committed to protecting
individual freedom, there is a national imperative to eliminate human trafficking and modern
slavery; and

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the San Mateo County Transit District Board of
Directors does hereby recognize January as National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention
Month.

Regularly passed and adopted this 7th day of January, 2026.

samlrans
===l
|

Chair, San Mateo County Transit District
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Project Introduction

On December 18, 2023, the Board approved the acquisition of a 180,000 square-foot
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headquarters (HQ), consisting of approximately 157,000 square feet of office space and 23,000
square feet of retail space, through a lease-to-purchase agreement. (The original developer
has since sold its interest in the HQ building to a new owner/landlord.) The new HQ building is
located at the Gateway at Millbrae Station, right next to the Millborae BART and Caltrain Station,
with SamTrans Routes ECR and 292 conveniently close-by. The first three floors of the building
include a lobby, retail space, loading facilities, and parking, while the 4%, 5", and 6% floors
consist of office space. As part of this agreement, the District agreed to lease the entirety of the
office space, after the landlord completes all necessary tenant improvements, for at least 8
months, with an option to purchase the entire building after 8 months, and before 30 months, for
$126 million. The building is located on a 99-year ground lease from the Bay Area Rapid Transit
District (BART), which requires that the prevailing wages be paid for all construction work on

site, including tenant improvements.
Section 1: Cost and Budget

Tenant Improvement

The total budget for the tenant improvement is $48,320,294. This is comprised of the Lease’s
Tenant Improvement Allowance of $36,850,820 (inclusive within the $126 million purchase

price) and $11,469,474 approved by the Board on December 4, 2024. The total tenant
improvement budget includes contingency, which amount will be determined after the

Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) is executed in April 2025.

Non-Tenant Improvement

The total budget for the non — tenant improvement is $26,116,619 inclusive of $4,113,696 /
15.75% Contingency. This contingency will be reported monthly when used.

Budget (in 1000 of $) Experde
Expended d+
Category/ltem Approve + Committe
d Committe d %
d
Owner Allowance for Tl 36,851 36,851 100%
HQ Tenant Improvement (TI) 11,469 11,469 100%
Non-TI, Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment (FF&E), and 9 380 6.906 73.62%
Auxiliary Equipment ’ ’ e
Non-TI, Information, Communications, & Technology o
(ICT), Audio/Visual, and Security Systems 6,794 5,582 82.16%
Non-TI, Parking Garage Fencing, EV Charging, Ticket o
Booth, and Owner Paid Permit Fees 1,735 1,548 89.23%
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Budget (in 1000 of $)

Expende
Expended d+
Category/item Approve + Committe
d Committe d %
d

Non-TI, Moving Services, Move Management,
Digitization, Equipment & Furniture Disposal, and 1,793 501 27.94%
Document Disposal

Non-TI, Project Management, Construction

Management, Change Management, Procurement, 3,790 1,832 48.34%

and Legal Services

Non-TI, Architectural & Engineering Design 2,625 2,625 100%
Total 74,437 67,315 90.43%

Section 2: Progress and Schedule

Baseline Est/ Act. Baseline Est/Act. S\;::t F\I;;I:h
Summary Activities Start Start Finish Finish (Days) | (Days)
(A) (B) (C) (D) A-B C-D
5 - -
T, 10F)ACD5 + Value Engineering 01/23/25 | 01/23/25 0 0
Drawings
Tl, Subcontractor Bidding and Pricing
Schedule Review 01/24/25 01/24/25 04/02/25 | 04/02/25 0 0
Tl, Execute GMP 04/02/25 | 04/02/25 0 0
T1, Submit for Permit / Permit
rsevel [ revne) 01/24/25 01/24/25 04/28/25 | 04/28/25 0 0
Tl, Construction Mobilization and
Buildout: Level 1, 5, 4, 6 04/18/25 04/18/25 01/02/26 | 01/02/26 0 0
T, Final Inspections 10/07/25 10/07/25 01/05/26 | 01/05/26 0 0
Tl, Substantial Completion / Lease 01/05/26 | 01/05/26 0 0
Commencement
Tl, Closeout 01/05/26 01/05/26 01/28/26 | 01/28/26 0 0
Non - Tl FF&E, Design Approval 01/21/25 | 01/21/25 0 0
Non - Tl FF&E, Contract Procurement 01/21/25 01/21/25 05/06/25 | 05/06/25 0 0
Non - Tl FF&E, Contract for Board 05/07/25 | 05/07/25 0 0
Approval
Non - Tl FF&E, Procurement 05/08/25 05/08/25 01/02/26 | 01/02/26 0 0
Non - Tl FF&E, Installation 01/05/26 01/05/26 04/24/26 | 04/24/26 0 0
Non - Tl GC, Design 01/24/25 01/24/25 03/31/25 | 03/31/25 0 0
Non - Tl GC, Contract Procurement 04/01/25 04/01/25 10/01/25 | 10/01/25 0 0
4
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Baseline Est/ Act. Baseline Est/Act. el 0y
viti Start Start Finish Finish Var. | Var.
Summary Activities (Days) | (Days)
(A) (B) (©) (D) A-B C-D
Non - Tl GC, General Contract for
BoardlApproval 10/01/25 10/01/25 0 0
Non - Tl GC, Permit Approval 10/02/25 10/02/25 01/05/26 | 01/05/26 0 0
Non - Tl GC, GC Mobilization / 01/06/26 | 01/06/26 | 05/05/26 | 05/05/26 | O 0
Buildout
Non - Tl Move, Complete
Questionnaires and Name 03/03/25 03/03/25 04/07/25 | 04/07/25 0 0
Ambassadors
Non - TI Move, Finalize RFP and
Contract Procurement 04/08/25 04/08/25 10/31/25 | 10/31/25 0 0
Non - Tl Move, Move Services
Contract for Board Approval EVEEZS | TIUE23 0 0
Non - TI Move, Move Services
SN 11/17/25 | 11/17/25 | 11/21/25 | 11/21/25 0 0
Non - TI Move, Moving Process 12/01/25 12/01/25 05/30/26 | 05/30/26 0 0
Section 3: Accomplishments and Upcoming Work
KEY ACTIVITIES - Current Reporting Month (top 5)
Tenant Improvement Move management
In the field, the Project wrapped up with final | Coordinate Physical Inventory
trim, final clean, commissioning and
coordination.
Day 2 permit was obtained. Faces to Space Coordination
Day 2 submittals were processed / Continued Discussions with IT & Security
material procurement continued
Artwork Program continued to be developed. | Change Management Coordination
Substantial Completion was met with City Change Champions Coordination
permit sign-off.
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KEY ACTIVITIES - Next Reporting Month (top 5)

Tenant Improvement

Move management

Day 1 closeout activities will begin: owner
and maintenance manuals assembled, as-
builts finalized

Continued Activation Planning

In the field: Day 1 punchlist will be created
and tasks will be addressed

Change Management Survey Results

In the field: Day 2 activities will commence
with framing/drywall in the parking
structure.

Change Management Welcome Packet
Coordination

Day 2 submittal processing /
material procurement is ongoing

Master Move Matrix Updates.

Artwork Program is being further developed.

Floor Plan Move Updates

Section 4: Risk Register / Critical Issues

Risk
Budget: Additional scope items are identified

that are not currently reflected in the
construction drawings.

Schedule: Long lead items are delayed due to
industry-wide and/or product-specific
constraints.

Budget: With the Day 2 subcontractors now
onboard, detailed trade and field
coordination with the design team and
drawings is underway. If coordination
conflicts arise, adjustments to the design or
construction approach may be required,
potentially resulting in a change order.

Mitigation
Proactive coordination with the design and
construction teams is underway to confirm
scope alignment and avoid potential budget
impacts.

The Project Team is actively processing
submittals and coordinating with
manufacturers to maintain schedule
alignment. Where necessary, alternate
products equal to or higher-quality
equivalents are under review to reduce or
eliminate delays.

The Design Team and Trades are closely
coordinating to address conflicts and
adjacencies. Collaborative solutions are
being implemented to resolve issues with
minimal impact on the budget.
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C itted / P tC let
Budget (in 1000 of $)
Expended +
Category/Item Conﬁmitte d%
Approved | Expended + 0
Committed

Tenant Improvement (TI) 48,320 48,320 100.00%
Non-TI, Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment (FF&E), and Auxiliary Equipment 9,380 6,906 73.62%
Non-Tl, Information, Communications, & Technology (ICT), Audio Visual, and Security Systems 6,794 5,582 82.16%
Non-Tl, Parking Garage Fencing, EV Charging, Ticket Booth, and Owner Paid Permit Fees 1,735 1,548 89.23%
Non-TI, Movmg Services, Move Management, Digitization, Equipment & Furniture Disposal, and 1,793 501 27.94%
Document Disposal
Non-TI, Prgject Management, Construction Management, Change Management, Procurement, and 3,790 1,832 48.34%
Legal Services
Non-Tl, Architectural & Engineering Design 2,625 2,625 100%
Total 74,437 67,315 90.43%
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Project Schedule
2025Ql—

+ 02025 Q2 £ 2025 Q3 - 2025 Q4 i 2026 Q1 2026 Q2

100% Tenant Improvement
Construction Drawings Complete

Permit Review &
Bidding |
Furniture Fixtures &Equipment ! I
Contract Award

1
Non-Tenant Improvement General i ;
Construction Contract Award Ii i Move

| Complete
Non-TI Permit / Sourcing Non-TI Construction
I

June 1, 2026
I |

Mmﬁe Services Contract Award

Moving Process

LEGEND
@ Ssummary Tasks

‘ Milestones

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.
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pcoming Activities in January 2026

Substantial completion was obtained on 12/22/2025

Day 1 Closeout will begin: owner and maintenance
manuals assembled, as-builts verified/finalized

Day 1 Punchlist will be created and tasks addressed

Day 2 activities will commence (field, submittal processing
/ material procurement)

Artwork program will be further developed.
Change Management and Move Management

coordination continues
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PUBLIC RECEPTION

- AREA

The public-facing entry to the
headquarters, designed to
support visitor reception,
orientation, and engagement,

~with final furnishings and

wayfinding elements
forthcoming.
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OPEN WORK AREAS

Future workstation areas filled
with natural light, designed to
support focused work,
flexibility, and connection once
fully furnished and occupied.
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San Mateo County Transit District
1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, California

Legislative Committee Meeting / Committee of the Whole
DRAFT Minutes of December 3, 2025

Members Present (In Person): P. Ratto, J. Speier

Members Absent: J. Powell (Chair)

Other Board Members Present Constituting Committee of the Whole: D. Canepa, M. Chuang,
B. Esser, M. Fraser, J. Gee, R. Medina

Other Board Members Absent: None

Staff Present: J. Cassman, A. Chan, J. Epstein, A. Feng, L. Lumina-Hsu, M. Petrik, M. Tseng,
S. van Hoften

12.a.

12.b.

12.c.

Call to Order
Acting Committee Chair Ratto called the meeting to order at 2:54 pm.

Approval of Minutes of the Legislative Committee Meeting of November 5, 2025
Motion/Second: Medina/Esser

Ayes: Canepa, Esser, Fraser, Medina, Ratto, Speier, Chuang, Gee

Noes: None

Absent: Powell

Receive Legislative Update
Jessica Epstein, Director, Government and Community Affairs, stated the state lobbyist
will present an update and federal lobbyist will present at the January meeting.

Michaela Petrik, Government Affairs Officer, provided the presentation, which included
the following:

e Federal Government shutdown ended; funding continues through January 30, 2026
e Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 transportation spending package under discussion

e Transportation reauthorization bill delayed until next year

Michael Pimental and Brendan Repicky, Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange,

presented on state legislature activity which included the following:

e Over 900 bills reviewed; updates on key transit-related legislation

e Alliance for Renewable Clean Hydrogen Energy Systems Hub (ARCHES) hydrogen
funding: $10 billion private investment paused, $1.2 billion federal rescinded;
California $400 million not yet allocated and potentially could be used for hydrogen
projects but still too early to know; will keep SamTrans involved.
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e Budget challenges may impact Cap-and-Invest and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
(GGRF)

Staff provided further clarification in response to the following Board comments and
guestions regarding the following:

e Hydrogen investment pending; advocacy needed

e Electric bus limitations

e Budget and Cap-and-Invest impacts

The Directors requested topics for discussion at the February 2026 Board Workshop

including the following:

e District’s investment in hydrogen and path forward

e Invite Orange County Transportation Authority and Alameda-Contra Contra County
Transit District (AC Transit) to speak on investment in hydrogen, experience, and the
agencies’ opinion on the future of hydrogen

e Battery electric technology range, reliability, limitations

Public Comment
Roland commented on battery-electric, hydrogen, and SB 63 state loan.

Adina Levin, Seamless Bay Area, commented on battery-electric and hydrogen Board
workshop discussion, capabilities and costs; state loan for public transit.

Aleta Dupree, Team Folds, commented on advocating the needs for SamTrans and Bay
Area public transit as a whole.

2026 Legislative Program

Ms. Petrik provided the presentation, which included the following:
e Ensure SamTrans remains competitive for funding programs

e Protect funding and support major transit projects

e Advance zero-emission bus transition and streamline approvals
e Align with climate and federal transportation policies

Adjourn — The meeting adjourned at 3:29 pm.
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San Mateo County Transit District

Staff Report
To: Legislative Committee
Through: April Chan, General Manager/CEO
From: Emily Beach, Chief Communications Officer

Jessica Epstein, Director, Government and Community Affairs

Subject: Receive Legislative Update and Presentation by Federal Lobbyist

Action
Staff proposes the Committee recommend the Board of Directors (Board) receive the attached
federal, state, and regional legislative updates.

Significance

The 2026 Legislative Program establishes the principles that will guide the legislative and
regulatory advocacy efforts. Based on those principles, staff coordinates closely with our
federal and state advocates on a wide variety of issues that are considered in Congress and the
state legislature. The attached reports highlight the recent issues and actions that are relevant
to the Board and specify those bills on which staff proposes that the District take a formal
position.

Prepared By: Michaela Wright Petrik Government and Community 650-730-4951
Affairs Officer
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Shaw
Yoder
Antwih
Schmelzer
Lange

December 17, 2025

TO: Board of Directors
San Mateo County Transit District

FM: Matt Robinson, Michael Pimentel and Brendan Repicky
Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange

RE: STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - January 2026

General Update

The Legislature will reconvene on January 5, 2026 for the start of the second year of the two-year
session. Any two-year bills introduced in 2025 that are still in their first house (House of Origin) will need
to be heard in policy committees by January 16, 2026, and passed out of their House of Origin by
January 31, 2026. For bills newly introduced in 2026, the last day to submit bill requests to the Office of
Legislative Counsel is January 23, 2026, and the deadline for bill introductions is February 20, 2026. For
information about key legislative and budget deadlines for next year, please see the tentative 2026
Legislative Calendar here.

Update on CalSTA Transit Transformation Task Force Report

On December 9, 2025, the California State Transportation Agency publicly released the Transit
Transformation Task Force Report. The public release of the report followed CalSTA’s submittal of the
report to Task Force members and the Legislature on December 2, 2025 — more than a month after the
October 31, 2025 submittal deadline established under Senate Bill 125 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal
Review ) [Chapter 54, Statutes of 2023].

While drafted by CalSTA, the report was informed by the Transit Transformation Task Force, which was
convened by CalSTA in December 2023 to solicit and develop recommendations to grow transit ridership
and improve the transit experience for all transit riders. As we have previously reported, the Task Force
was comprised of 25 members, representing state government, transit operators, academic institutions,
advocacy organizations, and other stakeholders. The report includes a detailed analysis of the services
provided by California transit operators, transit ridership demographics, existing transit funding sources,
and their eligible uses, the cost to maintain and operate the public transit network, the cost of federal
and state mandates, workforce recruitment and retention, state and local policies that impact service
efficiency, transit performance measures and oversight, and advances detailed recommendations on a
wide range of topics.

The transit industry’s participation in the Task Force process was principally steered by the California
Transit Association (the trade organization to which SamTrans belongs). The Association was
represented on the Task Force by 12 members across California. The Association convened a Transit
Transformation Advisory Committee, comprised of the transit agency members of the Task Force, which
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met regularly over the past two years to review Task Force proposals and develop industry
recommendations for the Task Force’s consideration.

The Board should be aware that the reception to the report from the Association — and likely, other
industry stakeholders — is already mixed.

The Association has found that the Task Force report establishes a comprehensive landscape analysis of
the challenges transit operators face, including the regulatory, administrative, and policy barriers that
impede more effective transit project and service delivery; the external factors, like housing costs, land
use decision-making, and remote work, impacting transit ridership; the external drivers of operational
cost increases, like wages, insurance, and fuel; and the significant financial impacts of transit operators’
efforts to comply with the California Air Resources Board’s Innovative Clean Transit regulation, which
mandates that operators transition their bus fleets to dramatically more expensive zero-emission
technologies without dedicated new funding support. The Association has also found that the Task Force
report appropriately outlines the near-term funding crisis faced by transit operators due to the
continued prevalence of remote work, persistent inflation, and the state’s mandated transition to zero-
emission technology; the risk to once-stable transit funding sources, like the State Transit Assistance
program, which relies on the sales tax on diesel fuel; and the potential cascading impacts of revenue
losses on transit operators’ financial stability.

The Association has shared, however, that the report’s recommendations are likely to be of varied
benefit to transit operators and their riders. The Association has commended the report for its
recommendations on several topics, including transit safety and security, transit prioritization, first-mile
/ last-mile connections to transit, land-use, transit fleet and asset management, and construction. The
Association has voiced concerns about the limited recommendations on state transit funding, which
largely focus on repurposing existing funding and creating opportunities for ancillary revenue
development, and not the creation of new revenue sources; and, the limited recommendations on
Transportation Development Act reform, which fall short of presenting a full replacement for the
existing oversight mechanisms and performance measures.

The Association officially memorialized its response to the Task Force report in a letter to the Legislature
on December 12, 2025.

Legislative Analyst’s Office Budget Projection

In mid-November, the Legislative Analyst’s Office released its annual report for the upcoming budget
year, projecting a $18 billion budget deficit for the 2026-27 fiscal year. This initial formal assessment of
the state’s financial health signals another tough year for state and local programs. The deficit is about
S5 billion larger than the administration's June estimate, despite revenue improvements. This is due to
constitutional spending rules under Proposition 98 (1988) and Proposition 2 (2014), which nearly offset
revenue gains. In their report, the LAO recommends that the Legislature address the budget problem
through a combination of ongoing solutions—namely, achievable spending reductions and/or revenue
increases. The deadline for the Governor to submit his proposed budget is January 10, 2026. It is worth
noting that the Administration’s fiscal projections often significantly differ from the LAO’s.

Cap-and-Invest Program Auction Results

On November 26, the California Air Resources Board announced the results of the November 19 auction
for Cap-and-Invest Program allowances. This auction, the first since the Cap-and-Invest Program was
reauthorized in AB 1207 (Irwin) [Chapter 117, Statutes of 2025], produced $840 million for the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF), roughly $150 million less than last year's November auction.
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As a reminder, the legislation extending this program effectively established priority tiers for the GGRF
appropriations outlined in the Cap-and-Invest Expenditure Plan. Off the top, the legislation appropriates
GGRF revenue for a variety of backfills and administrative expenses — “Tier 1.” The legislation then
appropriates $1 billion in GGRF revenue for high-speed rail and $1 billion in GGRF revenue for the
Legislature’s discretionary priorities — “Tier 2.” Then, the legislation appropriates nearly $2 billion for the
historic continuous appropriations, including the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP), Low
Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP), and Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities
Program (AHSCP) — “Tier 3.”

Importantly, if Cap-and-Trade doesn’t raise enough GGRF to fund Tier 1 and Tier 2 programs at the
levels prescribed, the funds for “Tier 3” programs will be decreased proportionally in the future. In
explicit terms, if Cap-and-Trade fails to bring in $4.2 billion in proceeds, the TIRCP, LCTOP, and AHSCP
will receive less than the $400 million, $200 million, and $800 million committed to the programs,
respectively.

CEC 2025-26 Investment Plan Update for the Clean Transportation Program
On November 24, the California Energy Commission published the 2025-2026 Investment Plan Update
for the Clean Transportation Program.

The plan guides allocation of program funding for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 and the reallocation of funds
from previous fiscal years, totaling $364.9 million, to support the deployment of charging and refueling
infrastructure for zero-emission vehicles.

The CEC will review the proposed allocations of program funding annually and will consider approving
the plan at its December 8 business meeting.

Two-Year Bills of Interest

AB 810 (Irwin) Internet Website Requirements

This bill would expand on existing law to require special districts, joint powers authorities, or other
political subdivisions to maintain an internet website with a “.gov” or “.ca.gov” domain. Special districts,
joint powers authorities, or other political subdivisions would have until January 1, 2031 to comply with
this requirement. While these domains themselves are free, the associated downstream costs for local
agencies and districts are very concerning. These include added costs to migrate to the new domain and
corresponding email addresses, implementing network login changes, multi-factor authentication,
encryption, website redesign, and updating public materials, social media, and more. This would result
in significant costs and staff time, for arguably marginal benefits. The author pulled this bill from
consideration in the Assembly Appropriations Committee in May. There is no indication it will move
forward by the January deadline, but we will continue to watch for any movement. This is a two-year
bill.

AB 1070 (Ward) Transit District Governing Boards

This bill would prohibit a transit district from compensating a member of the governing board unless the
member demonstrates personal use of the transit system each month. The bill would also require the
governing board of a transit district to include 2 nonvoting members. One nonvoting member would be
required to be a user of the transit service, and the other nonvoting member would be recommended
by the labor organization representing transit employees. The author pulled this bill from consideration
in the Assembly Local Government Committee in April. There is no indication it will move forward by the
January deadline, but we will continue to watch for any movement. This is a two-year bill.
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SamTrans
Federal Report
December 2025

Congressional Update

Lawmakers Work to Advance Appropriations Legislation

Congress is racing to pass FY26 appropriations legislation, but has not reached final
passage on any bills since they found agreement on reopening the government.
House Appropriations Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) indicated that he had reached
consensus with his Senate counterpart, Senate Appropriations Chair Susan Collins
(R-ME), on overall spending limits for discretionary programs for five of the six
following bills: Transportation-HUD, CJS, Interior-Environment, State-Foreign
Operations, Homeland Security, and Financial Services. Finding agreement on these
figures is a crucial step towards finishing appropriations legislation.

Given the size of Defense, Labor-HHS, and Energy & Water, they are still discussing
toplines for those bills. While Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) indicated
he would like to have another minibus appropriations bill on the floor this month, he
acknowledged last week that it is unlikely to happen given that the Senate has very
few legislative days remaining in its schedule this month. There also seems to be
competing ideas between the House & Senate as to which bills they would like to
see in the next minibus. The House appropriations leadership has indicated they
want to move a minibus that does not include DoD and Labor-HHS (they prefer to
move those separately), while the Senate has indicated they would like to move a
combination of the DoD, Labor-HHS, CJS, and Transportation-HUD. SamTrans’
$250,000 Bus Stop Amenity Improvements earmark request remains pending in the
House’s Transportation-Housing and Urban Development bill.

Congress returns next week for its last work period before returning home through
the winter holidays. When lawmakers reconvene in Washington in the new year, they
will have just over three weeks to find agreement on funding bills before the January
30 deadline set by the continuing resolution passed in November.

Streamline Transit Projects Act Introduced

Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT) introduced legislation to streamline environmental reviews for
transit projects. The Streamline Transit Projects Act (S. 3284) would authorize the
Secretary of Transportation to enter into a memorandum of understanding with
interested state transit agencies to assume responsibility under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for one or more transit projects.
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Participating states would be required to determine whether certain activities are
included within classes of action identified by the Secretary that are categorically
excluded from requirements for environmental assessments or environmental
impact statements. Proponents of the bill hope its reforms will accelerate project
delivery timelines and reduce costs for transit projects.

Cosponsoring the legislation are Sens. John Curtis (R-UT), Mark Kelly (D-AZ), and
Raphael Warnock (D-GA). Additionally, the APTA issued a statement of support,
asserting that “this legislation brings long-overdue modal parity by providing public
transit agencies with the same authority long afforded to our highway partners.
Empowering transit agencies to approve their own categorical exclusions will cut
red tape, speed project delivery, and help communities realize the benefits of better
public transportation sooner.”

Senate Committee Advances Top DOT Nominee

The Senate Commerce Committee advanced Ryan McCormack’s nomination to
serve as the DOT undersecretary for policy, 18-10. Currently serving as the
department’s deputy chief of staff, McCormack would be elevated to one of the
department’s top positions, sitting just below Secretary Sean Duffy and Deputy
Secretary Steven Bradbury.

In his written responses to questions, McCormack asserted that his top priority will
be reducing highway deaths. He also criticized DOT’s “overly complex” grant
programs, adding that computer systems for tracking such funding are
“cumbersome,” “redundant,” and “opaque.” McCormack also defended the various
grant withdrawals and terminations carried out by the department this year,
claiming that the actions were lawful. McCormack must be confirmed by the full
Senate, but floor action has not been scheduled yet.

Administration Update

FTA Releases Major Event Playbook

On December 4, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) released its Major Events
Playbook following the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) World Cup kickoff
summit. The FTA Major Event Playbook is a practical guide with key considerations
to help public transportation agencies navigate federal transit requirements as they
relate to hosting major events.

In advance of major sporting events like the 2026 FIFA World Cup, FTA intends for
the playbook to help transit agencies prepare for an influx of transit riders. During a
panel moderated by FTA Administrator Marc Molinaro at DOT’s World Cup summit,
Molinaro, along with representatives of FIFA, said transit agencies should also
prepare to interact with thousands of visitors unfamiliar with U.S. transit.
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The Major Events Playbook is organized by the following topics: spare, contingency,
and loaned transit vehicles; charter service; accessibility and civil rights; safety and
security; and incidental use. FTA, in addition to DOT, clarifies its responsibilities
during major events to ensure agencies are cognizant of ways federal departments
can assist in planning and coordination.

DOT Releases BUILD NOFO

On November 26, DOT released the FY 2026 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
for the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant
Program. The goal of the BUILD program is to fund transportation infrastructure
projects with significant local or regional impact. There is $1.5 billion in available
funding through this round. All applications are due by February 24, 2026 at 5 PM ET.
Award selections are expected to be announced by June 28, 2026. The NOFO is
attached and can also be found on grants.gov.

BUILD funds can support a variety of different transportation initiatives. These
include projects for transit authorities. DOT intends to release an amended NOFO
soon, clarifying its priorities and eligible uses. However, it is expected that most of
the acceptable activities under BUILD are to remain the same.

Trump Administration Considers Ending Weekly Transit Reporting

FTA is considering ending the weekly collection and reporting of data on the nation’s
transit ridership. Information on Americans’ use of trains, buses, and other transit
options would no longer be reported weekly by transit agencies. In a request for
comment on the Federal Register, FTA suggests that weekly reports are no longer
fiscally responsible or necessary.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, FTA determined it necessary to collect ridership
data to track nationwide trends in public transportation. FTA notes that with the end
of the federal response to the COVID-19 pandemic, weekly reports are “not required
by statute, and after two years of experience with this data collection, FTA has now
determined the WE-20 reporting requirement no longer offers sufficient value
relative to the administrative burden on transit agencies and is inconsistent with this
Administration’s deregulatory priorities.” Going forward, FTA suggests that recipients
of federal transit dollars will report data on an annual or monthly basis.
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AB 23
DeMaio R

The Cost of Living
Reduction Act of
2025.

This is a two-year
bill.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) with regulatory authority over public utilities, including
electrical corporations and gas corporations. Existing law vests the State Energy Resources Conservation and
Development Commission (Energy Commission) with various responsibilities for developing and implementing
the state’s energy policies. This bill, the Cost of Living Reduction Act of 2025, would require the Energy
Commission and the PUC to post, and update monthly, dashboards on their internet websites that include the
difference in average gasoline prices and the average total price of electricity or natural gas in California
compared to national averages, and any California-specific taxes, fees, regulations, and policies that directly or
indirectly contribute to higher gasoline and electricity or natural gas prices within the state, as specified. The
bill would require the Energy Commission and the PUC, on or before July 1, 2026, to each submit a report to
the Legislature on the governmental and nongovernmental drivers of California’s higher gasoline prices and
higher electricity and natural gas prices, and recommendations for policy changes to reduce the costs
associated with those drivers, as specified. If the average price of gasoline in California exceeds 10% of the
national average in the preceding quarter, the bill would require all taxes and fees on gasoline, as specified, to
be suspended for a period of 6 months, and, if the average price of electricity or natural gas in California
exceeds 10% of the national average in the preceding quarter, the bill would require the PUC to suspend the
collection of all fees, as specified, charged on electricity and natural gas bills for a period of 6 months. This bill
contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

AB 33
Aguiar-Curry D

Autonomous
vehicles.

This is a two-year
bill.

Existing law authorizes the operation of an autonomous vehicle on public roads for testing purposes by a driver
who possesses the proper class of license for the type of vehicle operated if specified requirements are
satisfied. Existing law prohibits the operation of an autonomous vehicle on public roads until the manufacturer
submits an application to the Department of Motor Vehicles, as specified, and that application is approved. A
violation of the Vehicle Code or a local ordinance adopted pursuant to that code is an infraction. This bill would
prohibit the delivery of commercial goods, as defined, directly to a residence or to a business for its use or retail
sale through the operation of an autonomous vehicle without a human safety operator on any highway within
the State of California. The bill would make a first violation of this provision subject to a $10,000 administrative
fine and a $25,000 administrative fine for subsequent violations. The bill would authorize the department to
suspend or revoke the permit of an autonomous vehicle manufacturer for repeated violations of this provision.
This bill contains other related provisions.

Watch
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AB 35 This is a two-year |The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be Watch
Alvarez D bill. prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact report on a project that it proposes to carry
out or approve that may have a significant effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it
California finds that the project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated
Environmental negative declaration for a project that may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions in the
Quality Act: clean project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial evidence that the project, as revised,
hydrogen would have a significant effect on the environment. This bill would provide for limited CEQA review of an
transportation application for a discretionary permit or authorization for a clean hydrogen transportation project, as defined,
projects. by requiring the application to be reviewed through a clean hydrogen environmental assessment, unless
otherwise requested by the applicant, as prescribed. The bill would, except as provided, require the lead agency
to determine whether to approve the clean hydrogen environmental assessment and issue a discretionary
permit or authorization for the project no later than 270 days after the application for the project is deemed
complete. By imposing new duties on a lead agency, this bill would create a state-mandated local program. The
bill would repeal these provisions on January 1, 2036. This bill contains other related provisions and other
existing laws.
AB 259 This is a two-year |Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative body, | Support
Rubio, Blanca D |bill. as defined, of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be permitted to attend and participate. June
The act authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use teleconferencing, as specified, and requires a 2025

Open meetings:
local agencies:
teleconferences.

legislative body of a local agency that elects to use teleconferencing to comply with specified requirements,
including that the local agency post agendas at all teleconference locations, identify each teleconference
location in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have each teleconference location be
accessible to the public. Existing law, until January 1, 2026, authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to
use alternative teleconferencing if, during the teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of
the legislative body participates in person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the agenda that
is open to the public and situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises
jurisdiction, and the legislative body complies with prescribed requirements. Existing law requires a member to
satisfy specified requirements to participate in a meeting remotely pursuant to these alternative
teleconferencing provisions, including that specified circumstances apply. Existing law establishes limits on the
number of meetings a member may participate in solely by teleconference from a remote location pursuant to
these alternative teleconferencing provisions, including prohibiting such participation for more than 2 meetings
per year if the legislative body regularly meets once per month or less. This bill would extend the alternative
teleconferencing procedures until January 1, 2030. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing

laws.
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AB 334 This is a two-year |Existing law requires the Department of Transportation, in cooperation with the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway Watch
Petrie-Norris D bill. and Transportation District and all known entities planning to implement a toll facility, to develop and adopt

functional specifications and standards for an automatic vehicle identification system in compliance with
Operators of toll specified objectives, and generally requires any automatic vehicle identification system purchased or installed
facilities: after January 1, 1991, to comply with those specifications and standards. Existing law authorizes operators of
interoperability toll facilities on federal-aid highways engaged in an interoperability program to provide, regarding a vehicle’s
programs: vehicle use of the toll facility, only the license plate number, transponder identification number, date and time of the
information. transaction, and identity of the agency operating the toll facility. This bill would instead authorize an operator

of a toll facility on federal-aid highways engaged in an interstate interoperability program to provide to an out-

of-state toll agency or interstate interoperability tolling hub only the information regarding a vehicle’s use of

the toll facility that is license plate data, transponder data, or transaction data, and that is listed as “required”

by specified national interoperability specifications. If the operator needs to collect other types of information

to implement interstate interoperability, the bill would prohibit the operator from selling or otherwise

providing that information to any other person or entity, as specified. If the operator transmits those other

types of information to an out-of-state toll agency or any interstate interoperability tolling hub, the bill would

subject the operator to an action by the affected person for no less than $2,500 per violation, as specified. The

bill would require a transportation agency that participates in interstate interoperability to post those national

interoperability specifications data types on their internet website. The bill would repeal these provisions

relating to an interstate interoperability program.
AB 421 This is a two-year |Existing law, the California Values Act, generally prohibits California law enforcement agencies from Watch
Solache D bill. investigating, interrogating, detaining, detecting, or arresting persons for immigration enforcement purposes.

Existing law provides certain limited exceptions to this prohibition, including transfers of persons pursuant to a
Immigration judicial warrant and providing certain information to federal authorities regarding serious and violent felons in
enforcement: custody. This bill would prohibit California law enforcement agencies from collaborating with, or providing any

prohibitions on
access, sharing
information, and
law enforcement
collaboration.

information in writing, verbally, on in any other manner to, immigration authorities regarding proposed or
currently underway immigration enforcement actions when the actions could be or are taking place within a
radius of one mile of any childcare or daycare facility, religious institution, place of worship, hospital, or
medical office. To the extent this bill would impose additional duties on local law enforcement agencies or
officials, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related provisions and

other existing laws.
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AB 467 This is a two-year |Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative body,| Watch
Fong D bill. as defined, of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be permitted to attend and participate.

The act generally requires for teleconferencing that the legislative body of a local agency that elects to use
Open meetings: teleconferencing post agendas at all teleconference locations, identify each teleconference location in the
teleconferences: notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have each teleconference location be accessible to the
neighborhood public. Existing law also requires that, during the teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the
councils. legislative body participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency

exercises jurisdiction, except as specified. Existing law, until January 1, 2026, authorizes specified neighborhood

city councils to use alternate teleconferencing provisions related to notice, agenda, and public participation, as

prescribed, if, among other requirements, the city council has adopted an authorizing resolution and 2/3 of the

neighborhood city council votes to use alternate teleconference provisions, as specified. This bill would extend

the authorization for specified neighborhood city councils to use the alternate teleconferencing provisions

described above until January 1, 2030. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
AB 778 This is a two-year |Existing law, the Local Agency Public Construction Act, sets forth the requirements for the payment of Watch
ChenR bill. construction projects by local agencies. Existing law, the State Contract Act, imposes specified requirements on

Local Agency
Public

Construction Act:

internet website
posting.

state agencies regarding payment of construction contracts, including requiring, within 10 days of making a
construction contract payment, a state agency that maintains an internet website to post on its internet
website the project for which the payment was made, the name of the construction contractor or company
paid, the date the payment was made or the date the state agency transmitted instructions to the Controller or
other payer to make the payment, the payment application number or other identifying information, and the
amount of the payment. Existing law exempts from these provisions, among other things, construction
contracts valued below $25,000. This bill would require a local agency that maintains an internet website to
post on its internet website the information described above. The bill would exempt from these provisions
construction contracts valued below $25,000. The bill would prohibit a local agency that fails to comply with
these provisions from withholding any retention proceeds from any remaining payment, as specified. By adding
to the duties of local agencies, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other
related provisions and other existing laws.
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AB 810 This is a two-year |Existing law requires that a local agency that maintains an internet website for use by the public to ensure that | Watch
Irwin D bill. the internet website uses a “.gov” top-level domain or a “.ca.gov” second-level domain no later than January 1,

2029. Existing law requires that a local agency that maintains public email addresses to ensure that each email
Local government: address provided to its employees uses a “.gov” domain name or a “.ca.gov” domain name no later than
internet websites January 1, 2029. Existing law defines “local agency” for these purposes as a city, county, or city and county. This
and email bill would recast these provisions by instead requiring a city, county, or city and county to comply with the
addresses. above-described domain requirements and by deleting the term “local agency” from the above-described

provisions. The bill would also require a special district, joint powers authority, or other political subdivision to

comply with similar domain requirements no later than January 1, 2031. The bill would allow a community

college district or community college to use a “.edu” domain to satisfy these requirements, and would specify

that these requirements do not apply to a K—12 public school district. By adding to the duties of local officials,

the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related provisions and other

existing laws.
AB 939 This is a two-year |The Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, approved by the voters | Watch
Schultz D bill. as Proposition 1B at the November 7, 2006, statewide general election, authorizes the issuance of bonds in the

amount of $19,925,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law for specified purposes,
The Safe, including high-priority transportation corridor improvements, State Route 99 corridor enhancements, trade

Sustainable,
Traffic-Reducing
Transportation
Bond Act of 2026.

infrastructure and port security projects, schoolbus retrofit and replacement purposes, state transportation
improvement program augmentation, transit and passenger rail improvements, state-local partnership
transportation projects, transit security projects, local bridge seismic retrofit projects, highway-railroad grade
separation and crossing improvement projects, state highway safety and rehabilitation projects, local street
and road improvement, congestion relief, and traffic safety. This bill would enact the Safe, Sustainable, Traffic-
Reducing Transportation Bond Act of 2026 which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of
bonds in the amount of $20,000,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance transit
and passenger rail improvements, local streets and roads and active transportation projects, zero-emission
vehicle investments, transportation freight infrastructure improvements, and grade separations and other
critical safety improvements. The bill would provide for the submission of the bond act to the voters at the
November 3, 2026, statewide general election.
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AB 1058
Gonzalez, Jeff R

Motor Vehicle
Fuel Tax Law:
suspension of tax.

This is a two-year
bill.

Existing law, the Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Law, imposes a tax upon each gallon of motor vehicle fuel removed
from a refinery or terminal rack in this state, entered into this state, or sold in this state, at a specified rate per
gallon. Existing unfair competition laws establish a statutory cause of action for unfair competition, including
any unlawful, unfair, or fraudulent business act or practice and unfair, deceptive, untrue, or misleading
advertising and acts prohibited by false advertisement laws. This bill would suspend the imposition of the tax
on motor vehicle fuels for one year. The bill would require that all savings realized based on the suspension of
the motor vehicle fuels tax by a person other than an end consumer, as defined, be passed on to the end
consumer, and would make the violation of this requirement an unfair business practice, in violation of unfair
competition laws, as provided. The bill would require a seller of motor vehicle fuels to provide a receipt to a
purchaser that indicates the amount of tax that would have otherwise applied to the transaction. This bill
would also direct the Controller to transfer a specified amount from the General Fund to the Motor Vehicle
Fuel Account in the Transportation Tax Fund. By transferring General Fund moneys to a continuously
appropriated account, this bill would make an appropriation. This bill contains other related provisions and
other existing laws.

Watch

AB 1070
Ward D

Transit districts:
governing boards:
compensation:
nonvoting
members.

This is a two-year
bill.

Existing law provides for the formation of various transit districts and specifies the duties and powers of their
governing boards. Existing law authorizes a transit district to compensate a member of the governing board for
attending a board meeting and for engaging in other district business, as provided. This bill would prohibit a
transit district from compensating a member of the governing board unless the member demonstrates
personal use of the transit system, as specified. The bill would require the governing board of a transit district
to include 2 nonvoting members and 4 alternate nonvoting members, as specified. The bill would require
nonvoting members and alternate nonvoting members to have certain rights and protections, including the
right to attend and participate in all public meetings of the governing board, except as specified. The bill would
require the chair of the governing board of a transit district to exclude these nonvoting members from
meetings discussing, among other things, negotiations with labor organizations. By expanding the duties of
transit districts, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related
provisions and other existing laws.

Watch
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AB 1198 This is a two-year |Existing law requires that, except as specified, not less than the general prevailing rate of per diem wages, Watch
Haney D bill. determined by the Director of Industrial Relations, be paid to workers employed on public works projects.
Existing law requires the body awarding a contract for a public work to obtain from the director the general
Public works: prevailing rate of per diem wages for work of a similar character in the locality in which the public work is to be

prevailing wages.

performed, and the general prevailing rate of per diem wages for holiday and overtime work, for each craft,
classification, or type of worker needed to execute the contract. Under existing law, if the director determines
during any quarterly period that there has been a change in any prevailing rate of per diem wages in a locality,
the director is required to make that change available to the awarding body and their determination is final.
Under existing law, that determination does not apply to public works contracts for which the notice to bidders
has been published. This bill would instead state, commencing July 1, 2026, that if the director determines,
within a semiannual period, that there is a change in any prevailing rate of per diem wages in a locality, that
determination applies to any public works contract that is awarded or for which notice to bidders is published
after July 1, 2026. The bill would authorize any contractor, awarding body, or specified representative affected
by a change in rates on a particular contract to, within 20 days, file with the director a verified petition to
review the determination of that rate, as specified. The bill would require the director to, upon notice to the
interested parties, initiate an investigation or hold a hearing, and, within 20 days after the filing of that petition,
except as specified, make a final determination and transmit the determination in writing to the awarding body
and to the interested parties. The bill would make that determination issued by the director effective 10 days
after its issuance, and until it is modified, rescinded, or superseded by the director.
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AB 1243 This is a two-year |The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, until January 1, 2031, authorizes the State Air Resources Watch
Addis D bill. Board to adopt a regulation establishing a system of market-based declining aggregate emissions limits for

Polluters Pay
Climate Superfund
Act of 2025.

sources or categories of sources that emit greenhouse gases (market-based compliance mechanism) that
meets certain requirements. Existing law establishes the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and requires all
moneys, except for fines and penalties, collected by the state board from the auction or sales of allowances as
a part of a market-based compliance mechanism to be deposited into the fund and requires the Legislature to
appropriate moneys in the fund for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the state, as
provided. Existing law, the California Climate Crisis Act, declares that it is the policy of the state both to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible, but no later than 2045, and achieve and maintain net-
negative greenhouse gas emissions thereafter, and to ensure that by 2045, statewide anthropogenic
greenhouse gas emissions are reduced to at least 85% below the 1990 levels. This bill would enact the Polluters
Pay Climate Superfund Act of 2025 and would establish the Polluters Pay Climate Superfund Program to be
administered by the California Environmental Protection Agency to require fossil fuel polluters to pay their fair
share of the damage caused by greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere during the covered period,
which the bill would define as the time period between the 1990 and 2024 calendar years, inclusive, resulting
from the extraction, production, refining, sale, or combustion of fossil fuels or petroleum products, to relieve a
portion of the burden to address cost borne by current and future California taxpayers. The bill would require
the agency, within 90 days of the effective date of the act, to determine and publish a list of responsible
parties, which the bill would define as an entity with a majority ownership interest in a business engaged in
extracting or refining fossil fuels that, during the covered period, did business in the state or otherwise had
sufficient contact with the state, and is determined by the agency to be responsible for more than
1,000,000,000 metric tons of covered fossil fuel emissions, as defined, in aggregate globally, during the covered
period. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
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AB 1268 This is a two-year |The Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Law, administered by the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration, Watch
Macedo R bill. imposes a tax upon each gallon of motor vehicle fuel removed from a refinery or terminal rack in this state,

entered into this state, or sold in this state, at a specified rate per gallon. Existing law requires the department
Motor Vehicle to adjust the tax on July 1 each year by a percentage amount equal to the increase in the California Consumer
Fuel Tax Law: Price Index, as calculated by the Department of Finance. Article XIX of the California Constitution restricts the
adjustment expenditure of revenues from the Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Law, Diesel Fuel Tax Law, and other taxes imposed by
suspension. the state on fuels used in motor vehicles upon public streets and highways to street and highway and certain

mass transit purposes. This bill would authorize the Governor to suspend an adjustment to the motor vehicle

fuel tax, as described above, scheduled on or after July 1, 2025, upon making a determination that increasing

the rate would impose an undue burden on low-income and middle-class families. The bill would require the

Governor to notify the Legislature of an intent to suspend the rate adjustment on or before January 10 of that

year, and would require the Department of Finance to submit to the Legislature a proposal by January 10 that

would maintain the same level of funding for transportation purposes as would have been generated had the

scheduled adjustment not been suspended. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
AB 1337 This is a two-year |Existing law, the Information Practices Act of 1977, prescribes a set of requirements, prohibitions, and remedies| Watch
Ward D bill. applicable to agencies, as defined, with regard to their collection, storage, and disclosure of personal

information, as defined. Existing law exempts from the provisions of the act counties, cities, any city and
Information county, school districts, municipal corporations, districts, political subdivisions, and other local public agencies,

Practices Act of
1977.

as specified. This bill would recast those provisions to, among other things, remove that exemption for local
agencies, and would revise and expand the definition of “personal information.” The bill would make other
technical, nonsubstantive, and conforming changes. Because the bill would expand the duties of local officials,
this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related provisions and other
existing laws.
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San Mateo County Transit District 1/7/2026
State Legislative Matrix 12/11/2025
Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position

AB 1372 This is a two-year |Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities, including Watch
Papan D bill. electrical corporations. Existing law requires every electric utility, except as provided, to develop a standard

contract or tariff providing for net energy metering, and to make this standard contract or tariff available to
Renewable eligible customer-generators using renewable electrical generation facilities, as specified. Pursuant to its
electrical authority, the commission issued a decision revising net energy metering tariff and subtariffs, commonly known
generation as the net billing tariff. This bill would include the regenerative braking from electric trains as a renewable
facilities: electrical generation facility for those purposes, as provided.
electrified
commuter
railroads:
regenerative
braking: net
billing.
AB 1421 This is a two-year |Existing law requires the Chair of the California Transportation Commission to create a Road Usage Charge Watch
Wilson D bill. Technical Advisory Committee in consultation with the Secretary of Transportation to guide the development

and evaluation of a pilot program assessing the potential for mileage-based revenue collection as an alternative
Vehicles: Road to the gas tax system. Existing law additionally requires the Transportation Agency, in consultation with the
Usage Charge commission, to implement the pilot program, as specified. Existing law repeals these provisions on January 1,
Technical Advisory 2027. This bill would extend the operation of the above-described provisions until January 1, 2035. The bill
Committee. would also make related findings and declaration.
AB 1472 This is a two-year |Existing law creates within the Ocean Protection Council the California Sea Level Rise State and Regional Watch
Hart D bill. Support Collaborative to provide state and regional information to the public and support to local, regional, and

California Sea
Level Rise State
and Regional
Support
Collaborative.

other state agencies for the identification, assessment, planning, and, where feasible, the mitigation of the
adverse environmental, social, and economic effects of sea level rise within the coastal zone, as provided. This
bill would make a nonsubstantive change to this provision.
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SB 239 This is a two-year |Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative body, | Support
Arreguin D bill. as defined, of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be permitted to attend and participate. June
The act generally requires for teleconferencing that the legislative body of a local agency that elects to use 2025

Open meetings:

teleconferencing:

subsidiary body.

teleconferencing post agendas at all teleconference locations, identify each teleconference location in the
notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have each teleconference location be accessible to the
public. Existing law also requires that, during the teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the
legislative body participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency
exercises jurisdiction, except as specified. Existing law, until January 1, 2026, authorizes specified neighborhood
city councils to use alternate teleconferencing provisions related to notice, agenda, and public participation, as
prescribed, if, among other requirements, the city council has adopted an authorizing resolution and 2/3 of the
neighborhood city council votes to use alternate teleconference provisions, as specified This bill would
authorize a subsidiary body, as defined, to use alternative teleconferencing provisions and would impose
requirements for notice, agenda, and public participation, as prescribed. The bill would require the subsidiary
body to post the agenda at each physical meeting location designated by the subsidiary body, as specified. The
bill would require the members of the subsidiary body to visibly appear on camera during the open portion of a
meeting that is publicly accessible via the internet or other online platform, as specified. The bill would also
require the subsidiary body to list a member of the subsidiary body who participates in a teleconference
meeting from a remote location in the minutes of the meeting. This bill contains other related provisions and
other existing laws.
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SB 667 This is a two-year |The existing Federal Railroad Safety Act (FRSA) authorizes the United States Secretary of Transportation to Watch
Archuleta D bill. prescribe regulations and issue orders for railroad safety and requires the United States Secretary of Homeland

Railroads: safety:
wayside
detectors: train
length: emergency
vehicle crossing.

Security, when prescribing a security regulation or issuing a security order that affects the safety of railroad
operations, to consult with the United States Secretary of Transportation. The FRSA provides for state
participation in the enforcement of the safety regulations and orders issued by the United States Secretary of
Transportation or the United States Secretary of Homeland Security, pursuant to an annual certification, and
authorizes the respective secretaries to make an agreement with a state to provide investigative and
surveillance activities. The FRSA provides that, to the extent practicable, laws, regulations, and orders related
to railroad safety and security are required to be nationally uniform, but authorizes a state to adopt or
continue in force a law, regulation, or order related to railroad safety or security until the United States
Secretary of Transportation, with respect to railroad safety matters, or the United States Secretary of
Homeland Security, with respect to railroad security matters, prescribes a regulation or issues an order
covering the subject matter of the state requirement. A state is additionally authorized to adopt or continue in
force an additional or more stringent law, regulation, or order related to railroad safety or security, when
necessary to eliminate or reduce an essentially local safety or security hazard, that is not incompatible with a
federal law, regulation, or order, and that does not unreasonably burden interstate commerce. This bill would
require a railroad corporation to install and operate a network of wayside detector systems on or adjacent to
any track used by a freight train with maximum spacing specified for individual detection devices along a
continuous track. The bill would define “wayside detector system” to mean an electronic device or series of
connected devices that scans passing freight trains and their component equipment and parts for defects. The
bill would require the Public Utilities Commission to (1) establish a process for freight train crews to receive
alerts from wayside detectors, (2) create standards for freight train inspections to be conducted following the
receipt of an alert from a wayside detector, as provided, and (3) adopt rules necessary to implement these

provisions. This bill contains other related provisions.
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SB 714 This is a two-year |Existing law, upon appropriation by the Legislature, establishes the position of Deputy Secretary for Climate Watch
Archuleta D bill. within the Labor and Workforce Development Agency, to be appointed by the Governor and subject to

confirmation by the Senate, for the purpose of assisting in the oversight of California’s workforce transition to a
Zero-emission sustainable and equitable carbon-neutral economy. Existing law requires the deputy secretary to perform
vehicles: specified duties, including creating or coordinating programs with other state agencies to retrain and upskill
workforce workers for, among other jobs, clean energy jobs, as specified. This bill would state the intent of the Legislature
development: to enact legislation that would establish a zero-emission vehicle workforce development pilot project and a
Clean Energy Clean Energy Workforce Training Council, as provided.
Workforce
Training Council.
SB 741 This is a two-year |The California Coastal Act of 1976, which is administered by the California Coastal Commission, requires any Watch

Blakespear D

Coastal resources:
coastal
development
permit:
exemption: Los
Angeles-San
Diego-San Luis
Obispo Rail
Corridor.

bill.

person wishing to perform or undertake any development in the coastal zone, as defined, to obtain a coastal
development permit from a local government or the commission. Existing law exempts from that coastal
development permitting process certain emergency projects undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public
agency to maintain, repair, or restore existing highways, as provided. This bill would expand that exemption to
include certain emergency projects undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public agency to maintain, repair,
or restore existing railroad track along the Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor, as provided.
This bill would make legislative findings and declarations as to the necessity of a special statute for the Los
Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor.
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Item #12.c.

2025 Recap 1/7/2026+

= Start of Second Trump Administration: President Trump returned to power on
January 20, 2025, and began his second term with a flurry of executive orders and
federal directives.

= One, Big, Beautiful Bill: Congressional Republicans used the budget reconciliation
process to pass H.R. 1, the One, Big, Beautiful Bill. The law repealed many of the
energy and EV tax credits created in the Inflation Reduction Act, increased funding for
immigration enforcement, and cut corporate taxes and funding for the social safety
net.

= DOT Priorities: Secretary Sean Duffy has emphasized transit safety and accelerating
project delivery as key priorities for the Department of Transportation.

=" FTA: Marc Molinaro was confirmed as Federal Transit Administrator in August.
Molinaro previously served on the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee
while in Congress. manatt
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Item #12.c.

FY26 Appropriations Df202s

= Congress is racing to pass FY26 appropriations legislation but has not reached final passage
on any bills since they found agreement on reopening the government.

= Lawmakers must pass legislation to fund the government by January 30, 2026, to avoid a
new government shutdown.

" Progress has stalled on the Senate’s plan to pass the Defense, Labor-HHS-Education,
Transportation-HUD, Commerce-Justice-Science, and Interior-Environment bills as one
funding package.

" The Senate’s Transportation-HUD bill provides more funding for transit than the House,
including $78 million for transit support for World Cup Host Cities.

= SamTrans’ $250,000 Bus Stop Amenity Improvements earmark request remains pending in
the House’s Transportation-Housing and Urban Development bill.
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Item #12.c.

Surface Transportation Reauthorization Update 1/7/2026,

= Congress must pass a surface transportation reauthorization by September 30, 2026.

=" House and Senate committees have requested feedback for their respective portions
of the bill and have begun drafting legislative language.

" House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Chair Graves is expected to release
a draft bill in early 2026.

= Chair Graves indicated that he intends to focus on supporting traditional infrastructure
like “roads and bridges” and could look to cut or consolidate programs created in the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.

= Democrats and Republicans will need to find compromise on a final bill, and therefore

controversial provisions proposed by the Trump Administration are unlikely to be
considered.
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