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From: Adina Levin <adina@seamlessbayarea.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 6, 2026 3:49 PM
To: Board (@samtrans.com); Public Comment
Subject: Agenda 10d - Comments on Regional Measure SamTrans Local Expenditure Plan
Attachments: Comments on SamTrans SB63 local expenditure plan add groups.pdf

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open aƩachments or click on links from unknown senders. 

Honorable board members, 

AƩached please find the TEAMC joint leƩer with addiƟonal organizaƟonal signers from members of TEAMC, the San 
Mateo County transportaƟon jusƟce coaliƟon, with comments on the DraŌ Local Investment Plan for PotenƟal Senate 
Bill 63 Regional Tax Measure Return-to-Source Funds for San Mateo County Transit Purposes. (Agenda 10d). 

Thank you for your consideraƟon, - Adina Adina Levin Seamless Bay Area 
hƩps://gcc02.safelinks.protecƟon.outlook.com/?url=hƩps%3A%2F%2Fseamlessbyarea.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBoar
d%40samtrans.com%7Ce1345bb7ad5b4925f6a308deabc1bbdc%7C1a34d2f711e24a45b4cd47ceeb1d21be%7C0%7C0%7
C639137045900872731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXa
W4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qfzw4xz8xBOJwVeCdr9TECznzOefaRH7Y3Dw249
s6nA%3D&reserved=0 
650-646-4344



​To:​ ​SamTrans board​
​Re:​ ​SamTrans SB63 Local Investment Plan - Agenda 10d​ ​staff report​
​Date:​ ​May 5, 2026​
​From:​ ​TEAMC San Mateo County Transit Justice Alliance​

​Honorable SamTrans Board members and staff,​

​Thank you very much for considering the expenditure plan for the SamTrans discretionary portion of the​
​Connect Bay Area ballot measure.​

​The measure as a whole is critically important for the county; without it, Caltrain and BART service​
​would be cut drastically, harming mobility for people who depend on transit, leading to crippling​
​increases in traffic congestion, making life more expensive in a high-cost area.​

​In addition to the funds dedicated to Caltrain, BART, and Muni that serve San Mateo County, the​
​Connect Bay Area ballot measure would provide $50 million annually in “return to source” local funding​
​– which has the potential to provide valuable improvements for San Mateo County.​

https://www.samtrans.com/media/37008/download


​TEAMC is the transit justice alliance in San Mateo County, composed of community-based​
​organizations and nonprofits.  The group first organized around transportation Measure W, when it​
​provided feedback on the expenditure plan and policies, and then organized to pass the measure.​

​For the locally-controlled SamTrans investments as part of the ConnectBayArea measure, we want to​
​see priority on serving people who depend on transit, improving the cost-effectiveness of the transit​
​system to serve more people per dollar, supporting affordability for residents at a time of skyrocketing​
​gas prices.​

​With these goals and values, we want to see spending that prioritizes:​
​●​ ​Maintaining and improving service frequency, including service at more times of the day and​

​week when people need to travel, including evenings and weekends and in underserved areas.​
​This also helps paratransit service, which is linked to fixed route service​

​●​ ​Making bus service faster, more reliable, and more cost-effective​
​●​ ​Improving bus stops to provide shade, lighting and benches for safety, comfort and dignity​
​●​ ​Maintaining fare discounts for youth, seniors, and people with disabilities​
​●​ ​Maintaining and improving the RidePlus micromobility service, with better connections to fixed​

​route service to enable people to conveniently get to more places.​
​●​ ​Improving connectivity with other agencies and counties​

​We understand SamTrans and our communities have other important goals such as protecting the bus​
​yards from sea level rise, however, there are other funding sources that can and should be used for​
​these priorities.​

​At a time when affordability is a priority for many San Mateo County residents, we urge you to focus​
​these investments from this local source where they can be the most uniquely beneficial.​

​Thank you for your consideration,​

​Danae Moreno​
​Housing Campaign Organizer​
​Youth United for Community Action​

​Pam Jones​
​Program Manager​
​Belle Haven Empowered​

​Violet Saena​
​Executive Director​
​Climate Resilient Communities​

​Ken Chan​
​Organizing Manager​
​Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County​



​Julio Garcia​
​Executive Director​
​Rise South City​

​Ligia Andrade Zuniga​
​Executive Director​
​Center for Independence of People with Disabilities San Mateo County​

​Max Mautner​
​San Mateo County lead​
​Transbay Coalition​

​Abibat Rahman-Davies​
​Transportation Policy Manager​
​TransForm​

​Adina Levin​
​Executive Director​
​Seamless Bay Area​

​Amy Thomson​
​Policy Director​
​Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition​



1 Date: May 6 2026 

2 

3 To: 

4 Upcoming potential individual defendants affiliated with San Mateo County Transit District: CEO 

5 April Chan; Board of Directors members Marie Chuang, Brooks Esser, David Canepa, Marina 

6 Fraser, Jeff Gee, Rico Medina, Josh Powell, Peter Ratto, Jackie Speier 

7 

8 From: 

9 Kevin Ramos, the plaintiff 

10 

11 

12 

13 On May 17 2024, Kevin Ramos was injured while being a passenger on a San Mateo County 

14 Transit District bus (hereafter referred to as "INCIDENT"). Between May 17 2024 and January 

15 2025, Kevin Ramos submitted multiple complaints to San Mateo County Transit District 

16 regarding INCIDENT, submitted paperwork to San Mateo County Transit District for an 

11 insurance claim to obtain compensation for his injuries, and made several attempts at speaking 

18 with Sam Trans' associates Steve Wagman, Marshall Rush, Ann Lee of Carl Warren & Company 

19 LLC, and SamTrans' legal counsel. 

20 

21 Everyone involved misled Kevin Ramos and falsely claimed that there was no evidence of 

22 INCIDENT happening and that they were unable to find any related bus identification nor bus 

23 driver identification. SamTrans and Carl Warren & Company LLC rejected Kevin Ramos' 

24 insurance claim. 

25 

26 In January 2025, Kevin Ramos filed a civil complaint that initiated a case against Sam Trans and 

27 their associates for premises liability and causes of action related to the conspiracy to hide 

28 evidence of INCIDENT. In February 2015, the plaintiff Kevin Ramos started the discovery 

29 process by submitting Request For Production Set #1 (hereafter referred to as "RFP#1 "). RFP#1 

30 requested records related to INCIDENT such as: 

31 1. Audio recordings of INCIDENT

32 2. Video recordings of INCIDENT

33 3. Incident reports and other reporting related to INCIDENT

34 

35 In the March 2025 response to those requests, SamTrans, Steve Wagman, and SamTrans' 

36 legal counsel refused to produce the requested records to Kevin Ramos and falsely stated 

37 (under oath and penalty of perjury) that such records "have never existed" and that such records 

38 were unrelated to INCIDENT and not likely to lead to admissible evidence. 

39 

40 In April 2025, Sam Trans and their counsel filed 2 anti-slapp motions (based on California Civil 

41 Code 425.16) claiming that accusing them of conspiracy was a violation of their rights to free 

42 speech and litigation privilege. California Civil Code 425.16 and litigation privilege were not 

43 intended to protect perpetrators of such a conspiracy: 

44 • California Civil Code 47:
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From: Julio Velasquez
To: Board (@samtrans.com)
Subject: Unsafe driver
Date: Friday, May 8, 2026 12:56:14 PM

[You don't often get email from jvtrucksafety@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders.

Hello. I wanted to reach out and let you know about a scary experience with your driver on bus #1016.

Am not much for complaining but this driver was acting extremely unsafe and unprofessional.

Monday evening I boarded bus at veterans Blvd in Redwood City towards San Bruno BART.

Pick up time was @5:27 P. M.
Route EPX.

I don’t think there’s a camera onboard this bus (seems fairly new)

Your driver was speeding, he got in the freeway and went across all lanes in one single movement to the express
lane.

Once there he was speeding and following other vehicles externally close. (1 seconds) following distance.

Once we were close to our SFO Airport exit he waited until the last minute to sweep across all lanes again cutting
other vehicles off to get to the exit.

During his turns and driving in rural streets extremely fast and unsafe.

I didn’t think he’s portraying the Safe Motto that SamTrans claims and is known for.

I didn’t want the driver in trouble, but someone might need to give him some secret ride eval, a trail check, perhaps
some  coaching, and even retraining.

Thank you.

Good day.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jvtrucksafety@yahoo.com
mailto:Board@samtrans.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification



