
SamTrans Board of Directors 
Meeting June 3, 2026 

Correspondence as of May 15, 2026 

# Subject 

1. RE: Additional Bus Service Request – Staff response

2. Feedback on El Camino Real Grand Boulevard Initiative Action Plan

3. Letter from Emil Lawrence Re: Bus Driver: 04/23/2026: BUS Driver ID: F321, 463:
Route 292-SF to SM. From Mission and Fourth in San Francisco.



You don't often get email from 820135@seq.org. Learn why this is important

From: SamTrans BOD Public Support
To: 820135@seq.org
Cc: Board (@samtrans.com)
Subject: RE: Additional Bus Service Request
Date: Monday, May 11, 2026 6:40:24 PM

To Alan Goldberg,
 
Thank you for sending us your feedback on how we can possibly improve service for our
community. Your comments on the matter, alongside your request for this new service, were
forwarded to the proper parties for review. A copy of this correspondence will also be
provided to our Board of Directors.
 
However, please keep in mind that, though we appreciate you taking the time to send us your
feedback, we cannot promise we will be able to accommodate your suggestion. We recognize
that the transit needs of our riders are as many and varied as our riders themselves, so we
always strive to remain sensitive to our community’s differing circumstances in how we
prepare our schedules and service. Nevertheless, we also have limited resources, so we have
to prioritize how we distribute service to maximize its benefit to our community.
 
No matter our decision on the matter, please rest assured SamTrans staff will give your
feedback its due consideration. And even if we cannot accommodate your recommendation at
this time, we may still be able to implement it or part of it during one of our future service
updates if more resources become available to us.
 
Thank you again for reaching out. We hope we can continue to provide you and the rest of our
riders with safe and reliable transit service.
 
 
Your SamTrans BOD Public Support Team
 
From: Alan Goldberg <820135@seq.org> 
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2026 12:49 PM
To: Board (@samtrans.com) <Board@samtrans.com>
Subject: Additional Bus Service Request

 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click
on links from unknown senders.

Hello Board of Directors,
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My name is Alan Goldberg, and I am a student at Carlmont High School in Belmont.
 
I ride the 61 everyday, and I have wondered for a while why there isn't a bus on the
weekends (at least once a day, or just on Saturday or something) that goes from Melendy
Dr./Crestview to downtown on the weekends. As someone who can't drive/appreciates
taking public transportation, it would enable me to hang out with friends and go to the
farmers market, which I am almost never able to do because my parents don't drive
often.
 
According to my parents there used to be a bus that went down the street but not right
now. What a shame!
 
I would appreciate it if you could create this route, I'm sure I wouldn't be the only person
enjoying it!
 
Thank you for your time,
Alan

This is a student email account managed by the Sequoia Union High School District. The contents of this
email are governed by the laws of the State of California and the board policies of the school district.
 
For abuse, misuse, or objectionable content concerns, please contact abuse@seq.org.  
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From: Giuliano
To: Board (@samtrans.com)
Subject: Feedback on El Camino Real Grand Boulevard Initiative Action Plan
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2026 3:02:49 PM

You don't often get email from giuliano@carlini.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or clickon links from unknown senders.

Hi all,

I have been participating in the GBI initiative, providing input, as it has progressed. Today I
went to see where things stood, and saw the El Camino Real Grand Boulevard Initiative
Action Plan.

The GBI plan is a once in 20 year update to ECR. Possibly once in 50 year. It needs to look
not only at the next year or three, but at that entire lifetime. And it does not.

Please, it is not too late to correct. The below do not need to be addressed immediately, but the
plan as it exists precludes these needed components from ever being implemented, without a
large change to this plan; and we know how unlikely large changes are to be funded. It will be
at least another 20 years.

Nearly every bit of ECR is within a half mile of highway 101. Nearly all of it is within 1 mile.
Highway 101 is the natural road where cars should and do have priority. Why do we need to
also give cars priority on ECR? We do not. ECR should be the priority corridor for other
transport modes.

Every bit of the ECR needs to be accessible to all travel modes: cars, transit, bikes, and
walking. The most desirable modes should receive priority over the less desirable modes.
Instead, the only absolute guiding this plan is giving priority to the least desirable mode:
private single passenger cars, via the requirement for at least two travel lanes in each direction
dedicated to car traffic. Cars are the most dangerous, highest polluting, they generate the most
climate change, have the highest costs, are the least safe, are the least community oriented,
create the least vibrant down towns, and are the least equitable. We should rather prioritize
mass transit, cycling, and walking.

ECR should first be a mass transit corridor, with priority given to dedicated bus lanes. If that
means a single car lane, so be it. In just a few years we could see buses running every few
minutes, handling more traffic than cars ever could, and doing so more quickly. Consider any
European city you have visited. You have seen this work. And it can be done here. Why would
anyone take a trip in a car if it could instead be done more quickly, more cheaply, and more
conveniently by bus?

Next priority should be cycling. Every bit of ECR should have a dedicated and protected cycle
lane, unless it would prevent a dedicated bus lane, in which case bikes should be allowed to
ride in the bus lane. If that limits a segment to a single car lane, so be it. Finally wide
sidewalks should be prioritized, especially where restaurants, cafes, and retail shopping are
located. Again, if that limits ECR in that location to a single car lane, so be it.
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If this makes a car trip inconvenient on ECR, well Highway 101 is but a minute or two distant
from almost every point on ECR.

Second,  center medians waste valuable space. Center turn lanes waste space. Traffic signals
and stop signs are dangerous and inefficient. We need to replace all of these with roundabouts.
They are safer. They are higher throughput. Average traffic speeds are greater, both at peak
low transit times. They integrate left turns into the normal traffic flow better, and using less
road space as medians are not needed between them. Here are a few videos on their success in
Carmel Indiana, a suburban area, just as we are:

https://youtu.be/012fMI3TdRo?si=4pZ_EUPEZka77vZ-
https://youtu.be/1ZUZA76L09M?si=85DGcVTCk94RgMOJ
https://youtu.be/_F6xKd7AGKs?si=HlDHRy15M831aPIV
https://youtu.be/dofYJJhEq_I?si=uaWFOBzgIgGT6ImK

I don't expect that we can install roundabouts everywhere immediately. But GBI planning
should include a half dozen each year, until all signalized intersections and stops are
converted.

Thank you,

giuliano
--
Drive a bike a bit more often and cars a bit less. You'll be healthier and happier, and so will
our world.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F012fMI3TdRo%3Fsi%3D4pZ_EUPEZka77vZ-&data=05%7C02%7Cboard%40samtrans.com%7C93cd05d00e5d41f45d2508deb07231e4%7C1a34d2f711e24a45b4cd47ceeb1d21be%7C0%7C0%7C639142201691672109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5hTqWJ%2Fkq%2FuTKsxRAffLsp9m91wuQg2cIC2f6%2Ff%2B7PM%3D&reserved=0
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