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Dear Chair Matsumoto and Board Members,
 
Thank you for all that you are doing to keep vital public transit services running during this
difficult time. It is now more important than ever to support public transit, including the safety
of all operators and riders. I’m writing in support of continued development of  Dumbarton
Corridor for local and regional mobility. As businesses reopen and we begin the long process
of economic recovery, we will need key transportation corridors, such as the Dumbarton, to
provide alternatives to solo driving.

I urge you to do all you can to work with Cross Bay Transit, Facebook, and other major
stakeholders to continue developing the EIR for the Dumbarton project.  In addition, as the EIR
moves forward, we continue to support the inclusion of a multi-use trail for walking and biking
along the Dumbarton Corridor, as well as a zero carbon public transit mode (such as rail, tram,
or BRT). 

Thank you for considering these comments.
Sincerely,
Diane Bailey
 
 
Diane Bailey | Executive Director
MENLO SPARK
diane@menlospark.org | 650-281-7073
Visit us: www.MenloSpark.org  &  www.FossilFreeBuildings.org
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

Climate Neutral for a Healthy, Prosperous Menlo Park
 
EV, PV & Fossil Free: Guides for Electric Cars, solar & Fossil Free Homes at: http://menlospark.org/what-we-do/ 
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Honorable SamTrans board,

Friends of Caltrain supports major improvements to Dumbarton Corridor transit. We are
already starting to see traffic congestion return; our area will need public transportation
choices competitive with driving for long after the current pandemic has passed.  

Therefore, we were dismayed to see that Facebook is considering withdrawing financial
support from the completion of the EIR for the Dumbarton project.  

We appreciate Facebook’s current charitable contributions to Covid relief.   Therefore, we
urge Facebook, as a prosperous company committed to be a good neighbor, to keep its
commitment to the community to complete the EIR for the Dumbarton project.

Also, we understand that Facebook may no longer consider it to be in its corporate interest to
contribute more substantially to the large capital investment to deliver the project. This is
understandable if Facebook may be making longterm changes in how and where its employees
work. 

And. this issue is a clear example of the risks in relying on private companies to lead major
initiatives for our public transportation system.  Private contributions can be welcome, but the
interests of a private company can diverge from the longterm interest of the general public. 
We need strong regional public leadership to be the stewards of our longlasting public transit
infrastructure. 

Lastly, two notes on the project itself:

* As the EIR moves forward, we continue to support the inclusion of a bicycle-pedestrian trail
as a component of the project.  
* The MTC’s Regional Express Lane program has recently added a bus route between
Oakland and Redwood City across Dumbarton. It would be valuable to study this as a
potentially cost-effective option in the EIR.

Thank you for your consideration,

- Adina
Adina Levin
Friends of Caltrain
https://greencaltrain.com
650-646-4344
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Hi,
To help stave off Carmageddon as our cities become more active again,
SFMTA is studying a plan to add protected lanes on the northbound lane
of Potrero, all the way from the 101 exit to the 280 stub. This would
help improve service for all SamTrans buses that drive to San
Francisco.

I think this is a good plan, but it's not clear that it will actually
happen right now (there are some indications MTA is walking back a map
that was published in earlier drafts of board slides today). It would
have a better chance of happening if it had your support.

Could you send a message to Jeffrey Tumlin at SFMTA, the MTA Board,
and Hillary Ronen (D9 Supervisor) telling them that you support this
plan and that your riders would appreciate this?

Here are the slides.
https://www.sfmta.com/sites/default/files/reports-and-documents/2020/06/6-2-20_item_11_transit_recovery_plan_-
_slide_presentation_-_final_draft_reduced.pdf

Thanks,
Kevin
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